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Luke 21. 36. Watch therefore, ſays He, 
" and Pray always.z that you may then be n+ 
counted worthy to eſcape, and ſtand befarethe 
Son of Man, Alas! Our dear Redeemer 
takes no pleaſure in Condemning us. No 
Man, ſays St. Auſtin, who deſigns to ſtrike 
ws, bids us have a Care, Our Sayiqur of- 
ren warns us, often calls upon us, often 
bids us havve a came. Ste. Paul exhorts us 
in his Name, Rom. 13+ 11. *Tis now the 
hour for us to. riſe from. ſleep: *Tis now 
the hour to go with Tears of true Re- 
pentance to the Throne of Graee ;. that 
then we may appear with Confidence 
and Joy before the great Tribunal of 
his Juſtice : *'Tis now the Hour..to 
hearken to him, Mat. 11. 28. Come tome, 
all you that labaur ; that then we may be 
ſure to hear him call us to him, Mazzh, 
25. 34+ Come'ye. Bleſſed; Come, and 
Yeap the Fruit all your Labours ; Come, 
| and take poſſeſſion of thoſe Everlaſting 
Joys, 'which were prepar”'d for. you, from 
the Foundation of the World. Amen, 
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HE greateſt Myſtery of Chri- 
ſtian Morality,confiſts in the 
equal ballancing of Hope and 
Fear, betwixt God's Mercy 

and his Juſtice ; that we may neither 
be ſecure in Sin, becauſe he is ſo Mer- 
citul ; nor yetdeſpond, becauſe he is ſo 
Juſt. . Preſumption and Deſpair -are the 
two Rocks, 'twixt which all Chriſtians 
ought to ſteer an even contrſe 3 and ſo 
avoid the One, as not to daſh upon the 
Other.” *Tis perhaps the greateſt Secret 
of the Devil's Art. "He firſt inclines'us 
to Preſume; and we no ſooner ſee the 
danger of it,but he tempts us to Deſpair. 
Thus 
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Thus he commences,thus. he finiſhes his 
work. 

T muſt confeſs, the greateſt part of 
Mankind being ſo inſenſibley ſo ſtupid, 
ſo immerſt in worldly Cares and Plea- 
fares, is enough to juſtifie the pious Zeal 
of thoſe who frequently proclaim the 
menaces of an offended Majeſty, and 
with-the formitlable noiſe of Hell,Dam- 
nation, and everlaſting Torments,. la- 
bour to awake and rouze them from the 
Eethargy of Sin- But; when”they” are 
awake, and looking round about them, 
take a proſpe& of their miſerable State ; 
when every. horrid Crime appears in its 
own dreadful Shape 3 when multitudes 
of paſt Offences croudinto their Minds; 
and overwhelm. their heavy. Thoughts 
with a deſpairing.expeQation of no leſs 
than everlaſting: Miſery : © A'as + poor 
g>ouls,ir is not .now afſcaſonable time-to 
magnifie the Moriyes of. their Fear. - It 
ever Comfort and Encouragement were 
neceſſary to allay the Pains and An- 


guiſhes of a Deſpairing Soul : ; Now is | 


the time... Whar ſhall. we ſay,? . Tell 


them,they, need. not fear ?....Oh-no !. The | 
malice -ot.their grievous. Sins is infinite 3 | 


the danger .-of their lamentable State 1s 
greater than they can imagine : Let but 
their Hope be equal. to their Fear, they 
cannor 
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cannot fear too mnch- How then ſhall _ 
we encourage their expiring Hope ? I'll 
tell, you how. 

If God were only 7», and. were not 
allo Powerful! and Merciful, a Sinner then 
might lawfully deſpair: Bue when 
God's Power: and Mercy both concur to 
comfort the deſponding Heart of an-at+ 
flicted Penitent, What can he wiſh for 
more? There are but two Conditions 
requiſite to qualifie the Perſon, npon 
whoſe aſſiſtance-we depend,that we may 
ſafely hope, and with a loving conft- 
dence aſſure our ſelves of his ProteQtion. 

he firſt is, that he: can relieve us; if 

e will : Thefſecond,that he wil reheve 
us, if we pleaſe! 1/47, without Power, 
ſignifies but little: Power, without 
Will, ſignifies much leſs: Bur, when 
they 0th meet in the-perſon of a Friend, 
to whom we always have a free acceſs; 
who certainly can help us, if he will; 
and no leſs certainly wull help us, if we 
pleaſe: Then, let our preſent Miſery be 
never ſo great, let the approaching dan- 
ger of our future Ruin every day ſeem 
greater, we may with-trembling Hearrs 
expe& the helping Hand which can and 
wid deliver us; but all our Fear can ne» 
ver exclude our Hope ; it cannot rob 
us'of thax Comfort, SatisfaQtion, and 


Joy, 
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Joy, which {o much Confidence in ſuch 
a Friend inſpires. 

Tf when a Sinner ſtruggles with his 
Chains, endeavours to break looſe ; and 
more he ſtruggles, more he finds himſelf 
engag'd ; (which the All-ſeeing Wiſ- 
dom frequently permits, to humble a 
proud Sou]:') Ifthen theſe two great 
Truths were ſetled in his Mind, to wit, 
that God can free him, if he wil, and 
that He wi/ not fail to free him, if he 

leaſe : .' O ! with what pleaſure would 
e reliſh the aflurance of this loving 
Confidence! With how much tranſport 
ofa joyful Mind, would he recite thoſg 
words of St. Paul ' 1 Tim. 1. 12. 1 know 
in whom I have beliew'd; IT know in whom 
I put my Truſt; I know, and am per- 
ſuaded, He is ableto deliver me. I am 
aſlur'd, He is not only Powerfu! but Mer- 
ciful; and therefore, I am certain, He 
both can and wil aſſiſt me. 


& kg Re: » 
That God can help us if he will. 
_ Yfvincey and. boundleſs Power, are ſo 
much the fame, - that no Man can 
deny.the one, and-own the other. There 


iS no Truth fo evident, in which the 
World ſo univerfally agrees, as God's 


Omanipotence. -Every body-knows, that 
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Nothing is impoſſible to God. * Tis 6ne 
of the firſt Truths which a Philoſopher 
demonſtrates, or a Chriſtian believes. 
Almighty is his Name, the Name we 
know him by, the Name He anſwers to, 
whenever we call upon Him: 

What need I then diſcourſe upon a 
Truth, which every body knows ? The 
Reaſon is,Becauſe a'tho' we know it well 
enough, We very ſeldom, hardly ever, 
think of_it. > 
We all know, Nothing is impoſlible fo 
God : And that the lamentable State of 
a poor Sinner cannot be ſo deſperate, 
bur that He can retrieve him. And 
yet how little do we think of this, when 
we are tempted to deſpair ? ' Do we not 
then behave our ſelves as if we doubred 
ofir? Tam afraid, that ar the beſt, we 
pray like him, of whom Sr. Mark makes 
mention, Chap. 9. 22 Lord, If Thou 
canſt do any thing, have compaſſion on us, 
and help vs. ear we often are incre- 
dulous, and have juſt reaſon to repeat 
with Tears his humble Prayer, wer, 23. 
Lora, I belicve, help Thou my unbelicf, 

If David, that- great Saint, 1 $2. 
13. 14. according to Goa's Heart, who 
looking back to take a view of al! his 
paſt Iniquities, taw at a diſtance on! 
tome few Sins, which he had long fince 

walhb'd 
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' waſh'd away with Peniteritial Tears; if 
He could ſcarce ſupport the terror of 
that melancholy Protpe&, as he ſays 
himſelf, P/al. 38. 3, 4, 6, 10, and al aay 
lomg went mourning for his Sins; if his 
Heart panted, and his flrength faild him g 
if he had no reſt, becauſe he was over 
head in his Iniquities, Which like a heavy 
burden were too heavy for him 5 If He, I 
ſay, were thus perplex'd with Fear, and 
almoſt ready to D-ſpair of his Salvation ; 
Have not I juſt cauſe to apprehend 
much more the Danger of ſuch Doubts 
in greater Sinners, who are almoſt ſur- 
feited with Sin, before they ſeriouſly 
begin to look bchind them, and com- 
pute the terrible Arrears of all their paſt 
Offences ? 

I muſt confeſs, the Difhcu'ties which 
occur in the Converſion of a Sinner,are 
inſuperable, if compar'd ro the weak 
Strength of our corrupted Nature ; and 
if the poſſibility of working our Salva- 
rion be conlidet'd only with regard to 
Humane Frailry, there appears no hope 
of compalling 10 great a Work. Such 
is the Ignorance and Blindneſs of our 
Underſtanding ; ſuch is the Malice and 
Perverſneſs of our MHi//; our Iclinati- 
ons are ſo prone to liberty; and the Re- 


 Nraint of our unreaſonable Humonurs is {o 
ſenſibly 
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ſenſibly uneaſie to us, that a thorough 


Reformation of our Lives is far above 
our ſingie Strength Without the 


Grace of God, we neither have the Wiſ- 


dom to contrive it, nor the Courage to 
begin it, nor the Power to perform it. 

But yet this Darkneſs of our Reaſon, 
though we cannot of our ſelves diſpel 
it, may be diſſipated by a lively Faith in 
Him, who enlightens every Man that comes 
into the World, John 1. 9. This deprava- 
tion and Corruption of our Wl, (altho” 
it be to us alone impoſiible) may, by the 
{weer and forcible impulſes of a power- 
ful Grace, be chang'd and rectified : 
This obſtinate Rebellion of our Appe- 
tire againſt the Rule of Reaſon, and rhe 
Precepts of a Chriſtian Lite, (though 
we have often found our ſelves unable 
to reduce it to the terms of juſt OQbedi- 
ence,) may'eafily be conquer'd by Om- 
nipotence, 

If Sin have ſo much blinded us, that 
we can hardly ſee our Danger : If the 
Noiſe of Worldly Vanities have made 
us almoſt deaf to all good Counſel : If 
the Habit of our Sins have Tam'd us, ſo 
that we can ſcarce'y move a foot to- 
wards Heaven: It we. are blind, dcaf, 
lame, nay, even dead to God, and all 
that's g@od, (no Perſon can be in a 
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worſe condition than this: ) All this is 


nothing to the powerfu! Hand of God: 


Such Miracles as theſe were his fami- 
lar Exerciſe on Earth, Matth. 11. 5. The 
Blind fer, the Deaf hear, the Lame walk, 
the Dead are rais'd to Life, Al this our 
God can eaſily perform, in fayour of us, 
whenſoever He pleaſes. 

Lord, if thou wilt, ſays the Leprous 
Man, th u canſt make me clean, Marth. 8. 
2, Let the Diſeaſes of a ſinful Soul be 
ever ſo invererate, ſo deeply rooted in 
the Heart, He clearly and diſtin&ly 
comprehends the nature of them all : 
He. knows exaltly the-proportion and 
virtue of his Remedies: And all of 
them obey the Word of his Command, 
Ma:th.8. 3. I will ſays he,Be thou cleans'd ; 
(when once God ſays the Word,the Work 
1s 'done,) immealtately kis Leproſie was 
cleans'd. 5 

Create in me, O my God, Create in me a 
c!:an Heart, Plal. 50. I ask not any thing 
but what is ealie ro Thee. Alas! itis 
ro me impoſſible : But Thou, my God, 
canſt do it with more eaſe than I can 
ask it. Bettold my Miſery with Pity 
and Compaſſion. Behold me indigent 
and naked, c'oath'd with nothing bur 
the horrid Scurf of my Uncleannefſs. 
Behold me Blind, Deaf, Lame ; and al- 
moſt 


[ 
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moſt 4:ad with a contagious Leprofie of 
Sin, whith covers me from head ro foot, 
and has not lefr a ſound part in me. 
Conſcious of my unworthinels, after ſo 
long neglefting my Condition, after fo 
long confiding in my own weak 
Strength, afrer ſo long deſpairing of my 
Health, becauſe I :h53ugh: I could do any* 
thing, and found I could not Cure my 
ſelf; Conſcions, I ſay, of my Uawor« 
thineſs, I ſcarce pretend go ask for Aer» 
cy : I only caſt my felf upon my knees 
and face proſtrate before thy Feert,*xpo- 
ſing*and laying open all my grievons 
Diſtempers, which, every one of them 
(though I am humbly ft'ent) every one © 
ſpeaks loudly my Necefliries, and begs, 
with all the moving Eloquence of Mite- 
ry, thy Pity and Aſſiſtance. I know my 
Sins provoke thy Juſtice, whilſt my Mi- 
ſery appeals to thy Almighty Power : 
But thy faithful Servant David rells me, 


' that the Iſraelites provok'd Thee alſo; 


and nevertheleſs, not for their ſake, bur 
for thy Name's ſake, Plal. 106. 8. Thou 
waſt pleas'd to ſave them; that Thou 
might*ſt make thy mizh:y Power known. This 
1s the firſt Foundation, of my Hope : I] 
know the Credit of thy Power 1s engag'd 
in their behalf, who truſt entirely in ir, 
firmly expe& it, and depend upon it : 

D 3 And 
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And-therefore, in this poſture,T preſent 
my felf with loving Confidence before 
thy Feet, reſolving there to expe& with 
all Humility and Patience, when thou 
ſha'r pleaſe to caſt an eye upon me, and 
either find the Benefit of being cur'd,or 
{which appears to me impoſſible) die 


.1n the Hands of anOmnipotenr Phyſici- 


an. Ah my dear Jeſus! This is ali that 
Fcando : And even This, I cannot 
do without thy Grace: But, when I 
have done This, my Comfort is, that 
Thou canſt do the reſt: Lord, if Thou 
wilt, Thou canft make me clean , Matth-$.2. 

Dear Chriſtians, let us pauſe a while, 
and with a ſerious Attention,beho!d this 
Leper at our Saviour's Feer : Behold 
the lively Image of a Sinner, and the 
perte& Model of a Penitent: Beho!d 
both what we are, and what we ought 
to be: Inhis Diſeaſe, we ſee our Mi- 
{ery ; in his Behaviour, we ſee our Du- 
ty : In his Diſcaſe, we fee the fad ef- 
te&ts of Sin; we ſee the ſtrong tempta- 
tions and aflaulrs of a moſt terrible De- 
fpair : In his Behaviour, we fee the 
Fruits of true Repentance, we ſee the 
victory of a triumphant Hope, and rhe 
Erear comfort which attends a Jovipg 
Confidence in God's Omnipotence. 

Q what a Comfort is it to an humble 
Penitent, tobe aſfur'd, that as God gives 
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him All he has, ſo He can give him All 


he wants! If we are. a'moſt quite op- 
preſs'd with thoſe ariditjes and deſola- 
tions of Mind, which none can know, 
but by Experience ; St. Pau! tells ns; 
2 Cor. 9. 8. God ts able to make all Grace 
abound ins; If we labour under the 
perpetual. violence of importune Tem- 
ptations ; the ſame St. Paul aſſures us, 
Heb. 2.18. God .; able to ſuccour thaſe tht 
are tempted; If our Temprations are ſo 
ſtrong, and we ſo negligent, that after 
ſome Reſiſtance, we relapfe into our 
Sins; if we riſe again, and yer fall; if 
we renew our Reſolutions,and when'we _ 
think our ſelves ſecureſt, are ſurpriz'd, 
and fallagain ; St. Paul aſſures us, Rom. 
I4. 4. God ts able to make ws fand : If ha- 
ving tryed all ways we can imagine,we: . 
are at a loſs, and know not .either what 
to think,or what to ask ; the ſame Saint 
tells us, Ephe/. 3.20. God us able to ao ex- 
ceeding |abunaanily, above all, that we can 
ask. or think. 

Is any thing too hard for Goa? Gen.18. 
14. Can any thing be hard to him whoſe 
Power 1s infinite, and whole #77 1s his 
Power? 1 $a. 2. 6.. Our Lord kills, and 
makes alive ; brings to the grave,and raiſes 
up: His Power accompanies our Souls 
as far as the gates of Hell ir ſeif, and 
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brings them back again. Altho* your 
Sou!, quite over-grown with fin, may 
be (perhaps) in the All-ſeeing Eye of 
God, a muchynore horrid Obje& than 
the fouleſt Devi} in Hell}; nevertheleſs, 
go confidently with the Leper ro our Sa- 
viour; croud in amongſt the Multitudes 
thit follow Him ; caſt your ſelf dawn 
vpon your knees and face; fay, with a 
truly contrite, truly bymble Heart, Marth. 
$8. 2, Lord, if thou wilt, thou can} make me 
«an ; Then ſhall you hear him graci- 
orfly return that comfortable Anſwer ; 
[will ; be thou clean, Then thal} you be 
rranſported with exceſs of Joy, to find 
and feel the truth of what I now ad- 
vance3 to wit, that God not only. can 
relieve us ifhe will, but alſo w:// relieve 
us if we pleaſe. 
.* 6 <P; 
That God will help us,. if we plcaſc. 
Lrho' God's Power be the firſt Foun- 
dation of our Hope, his Mercy, al- 
ways ready to afliſt us, 1s the principal, 
if not the only Motive of it. This was 
the comfortable Meditation with which 
the-Royal Prophet counterballanc'd all 
his Fears, Pſa/. 26. 3. Thy Mercy, ſays he, 
7hy lowing Kindneſs is always before my eyes. 
Without this Comfort; he would never 
4 have 
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have ſupported the remorſneſs of his 
Conſcience, Pſ/al. 50, 4. hi$Sin was ever 
before him : His continual Apprehenſt- 
ons and frightful Thoughts wou!d cer- 
tainly have driyen him into a deep De- 
ſpair, had not God's Mercy alſo always 
been before him, Pal. 26. 3. The very 
thought of God reviv'd his drooping 
Spirits : He could not ſo-much as think 
of Him,withour thinking of his Mercy : 
to be God, and to be Merciful, were to 
him one and the felf ſame thing, P/a/:59. 
17. My God is my*defence, ſayshe, and ti 
God of my Mercy. Ithe lifred up his eyes, 
toe Heaven, with enflam'd deſires of be- 
ing happy there ; he ador'd that Merc 
which preſerv'd the Angels,and reward» 
ed chem with Glory, ?/al. 36.5. Thy Mer 
cy,O Lord, is in the Heavens, If he look'd 
down, and took a proſpe& of this vale 
of Milcries ; he admir'd, to-ſee God's 
Mercy ſtoop ſo low, to ſee it moſt ap- 
pear, where there is moſh occaſion for ir; 
to ſee it ſuperabound where Sinabounds, 
Pſa!. 33-5. Tye Earth u full of his Mercy. 
If he look'd before him,he. beheld God's 
Mercy ſtarting firſt, preventing, and 
fore-running all his good Deſigns. and 
Enterprizes, P/al. 59. 10. His Mercy will 
Prevent Mce If he look'd behind ham, he 
beheld the ſelf-ſame Mercy following, 
D 5 him, 
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him, promoting, carrying on, and per» 
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f-Qting his bod Endeavours, Pſa!: 23. 6. 
His Mercy ſhall follow me, all the days of my 
life. Which way ſoever he caſt hiseye, 
he ſaw himſelf defended and furround- 
ed with God's Mercy, himſelf the Cen- 


. ter, Mercy the Circumference, P/al. 32. 


19. Him that truſts in God, Mercy ſhall come 
paſs him abeut ; Thus did this Saint, 
who once had been a Sinner z thus did 
he comfort and encourage his afficted 
Soul, when ever the remembranceof his 
Sins oppreſNd his Mind: And thus may 
we, in invtation of him, Thus may 
we alſo anſwer all the troubleſom ſng- 
geſtions of our panick Fears ; confront-= 
mg Sin with Grace, Juſtice with Mercy, 
Fear with Hope, and loving Confidence in 
tim, whoſe Mercy ſtill is infinite, and 
always will be ſo, P/al. 1co. 5. His Myrs 
& #5 Everlaſting. 

All this, you'll fay, is little comfort 
tot Sinner, who is day and night ob- 
ſels'd with all the rerrifying *pe&res of 
a'gutiry Confcience. Every body knows 
that God is infinitely Merciful. Bur yer 
the Word of God affures us, and it isa 
fundamental Truth which every Chri- 
ſian is acquainted with, Math. 22. 14. 
Fhat few are choſen amongſt many which, 
are cal'd; that the Gate which leads to 
Uſe, is firait and narrow, and that there 
gre 
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are but few who find it, Matth. 7. 14. So 
that all the ſplendid Appearance of 
God's Mercy, when *tis well examined, 
ſeems fo vaniſh out of fight, or ſhrink in- 
to a little congpaſs, if compar'd with the 
1nnumerable gumbers of thqſe Repro- 
bates, Rom, 9. 22, who are prepar'd and 
fitted for Deſtru#ion. Is not this enongh 
to make a dinner tremble? A Sinner 
who is conſcious to himſelt of being 
much more guilty in the ſight of God, 
than many Millions of choſe Souls who 
are already gone before him,and already 
fuffer the eternal Flames of Hell ? 

Theſe Thoughts, I muſt confeſs, are 
Tetrible. To him whoſe Eyesare open 
by God's Grace to ſee the malice of his 
Sins, and ſee Death, Judgment, and 
Damnation attend : Such Thoughts as 
theſe, to ſuch a Man, are terrible be- 
yond expreſſion. But however, if a 
Man be more afraid rhan hurt, where 1s 
the harm of all his Fear? Are we not 
All oblig'd to humble our proud Hearts 
under the powerfal Hand of God, » Pet.5.6. + 
and work out our Salvation with Fear” aud 
Trembling ? Phil, 2. 12. Is not our oblt 


- garion to fear, conſiſtent with our grea» 


rer motives,greater obligations t9 Hope # ' 
"Tis one of the moſt dangerous miſtakes. 


that we are fubje& to. We ſeem ts 
fancy, 


T7 


# d. ” os 
fancy, that our Far deſtroys our Hope ; 
and that we cannot hope unleſs we ceaſe 


'to f:ar, Wetake theſe two AﬀeGtions 


of. the Mind for mortal Enemies. be- 
cauſe their Humours are ſo oppoſite. 
But, as that Friendſhip is the greateſt, 
which no difference of Humour can di- 
vide: So,if weexamine well the mat- 
ter, we ſhall find, that Fear and Hope are 
fuch inſepaxable- Friends, they cannot 
poſſibly  ſubſiſt without each other's 
Company ; the Separation of the one, is 
certainly the Death and Ruin of the Q- 
ther. F-ar without Hope, degenerates 
mto Deſpair. Hope, without Fear,is now 
no longer Hope, but dangerous Pre- 
Jumpticn, If now and then our Minds 
are troubled and perplext with Fear ; 
we muſt not: therefore preſently con- 
clude, that we have loſt our Hope : No, 
no ;. we ſhould have loſt ir; it we did 
not fear. 

It the Conſideration of God's Juſtice 
make a Sinner tremble, he mey iawfu!- 
ly defire to be deliver'd from the unea- 
{ineſs, the pain, and the anxiety, which 
are the troublcſom Companions of his 
Fear : But as for Fear it ſelf, "ris an ef- 


fential Duty of a Chriſtian, which can- 


not upon any terms, admit a Diſpenſa- 
Kone It the unſcarchable Deligns and 
Secrers 
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de ; Secrets of God's Providence, are aptito 
aſe fill our Souls with apprehenſions ang 
NS fears ; this only helps us to perform the 
De- one half of our Duty," without prejudi>\ 
re. cing the performance of the other ; for * 
ſt, the more we fear his Juſtice, ſo much \-7 
di- more we haſtento the ſhelter of his Mercy. 
at- This was the only Refuge which the 
Ire Royal Prophet had recourſe to,Pſal.77.2. 
OT m his days of trouble, when his Soul refuſed 
r's to be Comforted, v. 9. Has God, ſays he,fore 
, 1s gotten to be gracious? Has He fhut up, in 
- Anger, all his tender Mercies* v.8. Is his 
eS Mercy clean gone for ever ? Doth his Promiſe 
"W Fail for evermore * Oh no; His Pro- 
ree . | miſe cannot fail: He can no more de- 
ds ceive, than be deceiv'd. He has — 
i his Promiſe more than once in Scri- 
n- | ture : And with a ſolemn Oath, He 
O, ah] deliver'd it. A Promiſe and an Oath, 
on which, by Commiſhon from-Himlſelf,his 


Miniſters are order'd to make uſe of. 


ce | When Sinners. are dejected with 
= Þ Temptations of Deſpair, Ezek. 33. 10. 
- 3 W hen their Þ anſzre//ions and their Sins 
ch lye heavy upon them : * When they be- 
ls gin to pine away with Fear, and melan» 
{= choly Thoughts, of never being able ro 
_—_—— recover : What ſhall we ſay ro com> 
a= fort them ? 

id | Say to them, ſays the Prophet, Ezek. 


3I- 


« 33- 11, 14+ If the wicked turn from his ſin, 
1fhe repent,if he amend, v. 15. and walk 
in the * tatutes of Lyfe ; He ſhall ſurely live, 

. (and, what carbe more ſure, ſince God 

himſelf 1s pleas'd to ſay it? ) v. 15. He 

ſhall ſurely live; He ſhall net die. v. 16. 

None of the ſins he bas committed; ſhall be 

ever mention'd to him; he ſhall hear of 

them no more ; they ſhall not riſe in 

Judgment againſt him : God himſeif has 

promis'd, wv. 16. He ſhall ſurely live; He 

ſhall not die. | 

Say to them again 3 and fay it boldly, 
in his Name, whoſe Juſtice makes them 
tremble, Ezek. 33. 11. As 1ive, ſays the 

Lord God, I have no pleaſure in the Death of 

the wicked » but tha: the Withed turn from 

his way, and Live. Return, fays He,. Re 

Turn ate evil ways : Why witl you die ? 

' Why will you Die? As who ſhould ſay, 
you map live, if you wi7; I always am 
at hand, prepar'd to help you, it you 
heartily repent ; you know, you may 
roeover, if you have a mindto it; you 
know, that if you die, itis, becauſe yo 
will: As 1 live, I haveno pleaſure in your 

Death, and therefore I have reaſon ro 

complain, Why WILL you Die? 

> Dear Chriſtians, What can we wiſh 

for more? We know,thar God can help 

us, if He wil], Whether He willor no, 
we-need no farther proof, than his own 
| Word, 
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Word. We have his Word : We have 
his Oath: He cannot take his own 
Great Name in vain: and, he has{worn' 
by his own Life, He has no pleaſure in our 
Death; He does not, of 

himſelf, deſire it ; but that O beator, 
we return,gnd live. O! we quorum cauſa 
are happy" for whoſe ſake, Deus jurat ! 
God ſwears! But O! how © nts, fi 
miſerable are we; if, when mec fjtrantt 

God himſelf is pleas d to Domino tres 
fwear we can't believe him! dimus ! 

If Deeds are better : 
proofthan Words, let us paſs from what 
He has ſaid,to what He has done. Whar 
has He donze for Sinners? Or rather, 
What has He not done ? For them He 
came from Heaven ; for them He lived 
a painful life on Earth; for them He 
died upon the Croſs, Maztth. 9. 13. # 
came mt, ſays He, to call the Juſt, but Sins 
ners ; He came, becauſe *twas neceflary 
he ſhould come : And therefore, for 
their ſakes, for whom it was moſt neceſ- 
fary, for them he principally came; He 
never was ſo kind to any, as to Sinners. 
All his Converſation was in their Com- 
pany, He made it his chiet buſineſs to 
oblige them, He followed them from 
place to place, He thought of nothing 
elſe, but how to gain their love; He 
came with a deſign. to. enflame their 
Hearts, 


\ 
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Hearts, He brought down fire from 


Heaven with him, and wiſh'd for no- 
thing more, than that this fire might 
burn, His more than ordinary Kind- 
neſs, was in all occaſions ſo vilibly re- 
markable, that He was taken notice of, 
and pointed at. The Phariſees were 
ſcandaliz'd to ſee't. And in Gioſe days, 
it was his great Reproach; Matth. 11. 
19. He was too much + Friend to Publi- 
cans and Sinners, All this . whale, alas! 
they little underſtood this Buſineſs up- 
on Earth. His great Compaſſion of their 
Miſery, was the occaſion of his coming. 
And, ſince their Indigence firſt brought 
him from above, it was no wonder the 
Relieving of it, was his chief Employ- 
ment here below. He came as a Phyli- 
Cian to his dying Friends, whom He 
moſt dearly loy'd; and therefore took 
moſt care, and was the moſt concern'd, 
for thoſe who were moſt dangerouſly 
ſick. Thus did our God behave himfelf 
to Sinners. Thus did he love his Ene- 
mies, and treat them as his deareſt 
Friends; Thus did He /:ve to (ſerve them, 
till at length He 4/ed to ſave them. 

Se- Paul concludes from hence, We 
now have much more Hope than ever. 
Rom.5,10. For if when we were Enemies, we 
then were reconci'd to God, undoubtedly, 
we now have mych more reaſon, being re= 
607 


120.7 4. OS ua 


P'S 


VN DY CY WUD IF »& © Www VF 


yy 


7*' * wv 3» ks 


140%0oÞ17 4. OS ous 


d. 3. MMotrvesof Hope. +89 
concid,to hope,we ſhall be ſaved. If then, 
before he ſent his ofily Son, God lov'd 
his Ezemies ſo dearly, as to: ſend him : 
We may well conclude, that fince He 
came amongſt us, ſince He interpos'd 
berwixt us and his Father's Anger, ſince 
He died to reconcue us to Him, Rom. 8:+ 
34+ ſince He roſe again, and atthe Tight 
Hard of his Father, is our Aawvocate in 
Heaven, making intcrceſſion for-us ; ſurely, 
now our humble Supplications, join'd 
with ki,and offer'd in his Name, Jo. 14.15. 
will for his ſake, be much more eaſily res 
ceiv'd. It 7h-na Contrite and an Humble 
Heart was always ſo,agreeable, He ne- 
ver would deſpiſe it ; will he zowrefuſe 
it? If the Total Sum of all the horrid 
Crimes of Mankind,during ſeveralAges, 
if the Malice of them altogether, could 
not.any way divert the courſe of over- 
flowing Mercy ; if it could not hinder 
Him ffom ſending Jeſus to redeem the 
Wo6rld, How can we think,the Greatneſs 
of our Sins can hinder him from having 
Mercy onus, when we heartily repent ? 
Ler us therefore, once for all, hum» 
bly confeſs, and own our Fault. - The 
Truth is, we are proud, and willing to 
excule our ſelves. We are willing to 
Jay the blame of our Impenitence at our 
Creator's door, and ſay, He wilf not 
pardon us, He will not give us Greeks 
E 
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He will not fave us : When, if we well 
examine, we ſhall find the blame is al- 
ways ours ; we will not repent,we will 
not comply with his Grace; in a word, 
we w1ll not be faved. | 

All we can fay,in our defence, is, thar 
our Sins are great, God will not look up- 
on {tfch grievous Sinners as we are. I can- 
not ſay,they are not great,or that we are 
not gnevous Sinmers : Bur, that therefore 
God will never look upon us, is as falſ? 
as the Word of God is true. He hates the 

Sin, but loves the Sinner : 

S. Aug. + He hates the Leproſie, but 

Conf.1ib.$, loves the Leper: And, as 

cap. 3. a Mercful Father, He rejoices 

more at the Repentance of one 

Sinner, than the Innocence of ninety nine, wha 
do not ſiand in need of it. 

Let ais therefore, once again, humbly 
acknowledge,and confeſs our Fault. We 
only pretend oun Leproſie is fo inveterate, 
God will not ſuffer us to come into his 
ſight, He will not cure us, He will not \ 
make us clean. The Truth is, we are fo 
negligent, ſo tupid, ſo inſenſible of our 
condition,that tho' we now and then are 
terrified to ſee theDanger of ir,neverthe- 
leſs we will not make our Supplications 
to him as wve ought, we will not be 
cur'd? we will not be cleanſed. 

| DAN- 
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How apt we are to defer Repentance. 


HAT we are, All of us, ſome 
time or other, betwixt this 
and Death, obliged, under 


pain of Erernal Damnation, 
to rouze our fleepy Souls from the be- 
witching Lethargy of Sin ; 1s an um- 
portant Truth, which no Man can di- - 
ipute. We all are fully ſatisfied, that 
it we live in theſtare of Sin, if our At 
fetions are criminal, if our Hearts are 
divided betwixt Heaven and Earth ; 
we muſt, before we Die, Repent and 
Mend,or we are Joſt for.ever. Luke 12. 
3- Unleſs we repent, we ſball All periſh. . 
This 
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This we agree upon : Our difficulty 
Iyes not in the knowing, bur in the pers 
orming of our Duty. When we diſ- 
courſe with our ſelves in general germs, 
what it is we ought to do ; the Debate 
ſoon comes to an Iſſue : Bur, as we de- 
ſcend to the particulars of when and 
how ; "we come not ſo ealily to a Reſolu- 
tion, about the Time? We ſuppoſe that 
we are able, at our pleaſure, to change 
our Hearts, ſubdue our Paſſions, and re- 
form our Lives: But our Hearts, at 
preſent, are otherwiſe engag'd; our 
Paſſtons are yourhfal, and very impor- 
tune; our .way of Life, tho' none of 
the beſt, is ſuitable to the coramon 
Maxims of the World and what haſte, 
I pray, to do juſt wow, what may be 
done as eaſily another time, when ever 
we pleaſe? Beſides, the preſent Cir- 
cumſtances are very particular : Anab- 
rupt Diſengagement would now go very 
much againſt the hair : Wehad better, 
for a time, content our Paſſions, and 
bring them to a compoſition : When 
this or that Baſinels is over,that we may 
more freely atrend to the Work of our 
Salvation, when our Company changes, 
when we meet with a Conjun&ure of 
more favourable Circumſtances: OQ ! 
then we'll begin the New Man,bid adieu 
to 


6. * Danger 0 Delay. A ) 
to the Follies of this World ; and from 
that inſtant, date the beginning of our 


Journey towards Heaven. 


Thus the Colour of Piety gives a re- 
putation to the Deluſion : We cover the 
popular Cheat with an agreeable dif- 
owiſe : And, betwixt gratifying our In- 
clinations on the one fide, with a cri- 
minal condeſcendence, and pacifying 
the remorſes of our Conſcience, on the 
other ſide, with a plauſible pretence of 
future amendment, at a more conveni- 
ent time; we make Vertue, in appea» * 
rance, ſubſcribe to our Vices, and coun- 
tezfeit God's Hand tro one of the worſt 
Temptations of the Devil. 


$ ECT IL 


How dangerous it is to defer Repentance. 


T IS clear, we are not Maſters and 
Diſpoſers of our Time : Only He, 
wha has the firſt Author of Time, who 
now conſerves it, and who will one day 
put a final Period to all Time; He, T 
lay, and only He, diſpoſes of it as he 
pleaſes. 

Beſides, the Changing of onr Hearts 
15 far above our ſingle ſtrength ; we are 
not able, by our ſelves, ſo much as to . 
begin {0 great a Work, how then ſhall 
we be able to perform it, at our leiſure, 
when= 
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whenſoever we pleaſe? Sr Gregory uf- 
ſares us (and we know it well enough) 
Ho. 12. in Ev. that God who promiſes to 
PARDON us, if we Repent ; has never 
promis'd ws the TIME of our RepMtance. 
"Tis true, we cannot but confeſs, (to 
the great ſhame of our Ingratitude,) 
that our Creator loves us far above our 
merit. Ifwe look back from hence as 
far as the firſt Creation, and carry our 


- ſerious thoughts through all the ſteps of 


Providence, we meet with nothing but 


* remarkable inſtances of his good wiſhes 


towards us. Nay, if we yet look far- 
ther back from the firſt moment of this 
World into Eternity, we find Him, be- 
fore the beginning of all Time, enter- 
taining his Thoughts with the premedi- 
ration of our welfare; and in the firſt 
page of his Eternal Accounts, we find the 
great Deſign of Man's Redemption;thar 
ſtupendious Myſtery of Mercy and Ju- 
ſtice, the Incarnation of our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; who he!d nothing 
ſo dear, no obligation fo important, as 
our SanCtification ; even to the degree 
of laying down his Lite for the advan» 
rage'of that ſacred Intereſt. See here 
the Motives which we have,to think He 
loves us! Yet give me leave to teil 
you, He is not ſo fond of us, but on 

e 


% 


He can be angry at us, when He finds 
his Love negle&ed. Witneſs all thoſe 
miſerable Chriſtian Souls,” who once 
were happy in the ame Teſtimonies of 
his affe&tion : Who thought, as we do, 
to reform their Lives at a convenient 
ſeaſon ; who ſuppos'd, as we do, that 
God's extraordinary Grace would never 
fail to be at hand, whenever they pleas'd 
to have occaſion for it. Alas! poor 
Souls, they now are lodg'd in the flames 
of Hell for all Eternity ; and know,too 
late, that tho* God never fails to beſtow 
his extraordinary Graces, where He finds 
a faithful correſpondency of our En- 
deavours with -his merciful Afſſt- 
ſtance ; yet He often ſhuts his Hand, 
if we withdraw ours. He does nat firf 
deſert us: Yet, if deſerted by us, *tis" 
no wonder if He treat us upon equal 
terms, and ſo deſert us. 

Wonder not, that God who is ſo in- 
finitely good, can find in his Heart to 
abandon thus a Sinner, who ſtifles the 
remorlſes of his Conſcience, who reſiſts 
the frequent Inſpirations which: iavite 
him to Repentance, who has always 
ſomething elſe to do when he thinks of 
his Duty,always is ſo rude, fo ſcornfully 
unciv1l,in receiving all the Embaſhes of 

* Peace, which Heaven ſends him ; that 
every 
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every trifling 1s ae which ſalutes his 
Fancy, every. miſerable Creature, which 
a ſilly Paſſion recommends to him, is 
ſure to have the preference, and be the 
firſt admitred. 

How often does God court us, when 
we are alone, as it were carefully ma- 
naging that favourable occaſion, when 
it may be preſum'd,we are at leiſure for 
his Entertainment ? Burt, alas ! we are 
perhaps never leſs alone, than when we 
are alone: The Common Enemy of 
Mankind, 1s then moſt buſy to prevent 
the advantage of ſuch a happy circum- 
ſtance. How often He does apply him- 
ſelf<o us,when any ſudden Accident has 
croſs'd our Inclinations, when we have 
been diſappointed in our Intrigues, when 


* we begin to find our labour loſt in the 


purſuit of what we hunted after, when 
we fir down angry, and affronted at the 
confuſion of our Miſtake, a!moſt ready 
to fall out with the World for having 
cheated us ; then it is,that He takes hoi/d 
of this conjuntture ; begins in a loving 
manner to expoſtulate with us; to ex- 
probate to us, how rreacherous a Friend 
we find the World to be; on the con- 
rrary,how conſtant and faithful a Frien d 
He has been to us, from all tternity to 
this moment; how ready he is,norwith - 
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- Nanding 311. thar's.. paſt, to yeceive us 


with opzn'Arms mto favour again,it we 
return ſincerely to Him. And how do 
we hearken to all this? Why; truly, 
paſſes away like. a little Fit of Melan- 
cholly ; we were th:n in an 11] humour; 


we are mow glad 'tis over ; and ſo. we 


think no more on't. Whatever God 
ſpeaks to our Hearts,1s all out of doors : 
Our Hearts are ſhut againſt him, all the 
time, Apoc- 3. 20. He ſtands atthe door,and 
knocks ; and we negleft Him, letting 
Him /ta»4 and wait our leiſure ; we ap- 
prove the FrienJ{hip of the World be- 
tore his; and tho' we may have ſome 
ſlight thoughts of hearing Him ſome 
other time, yet for the preſent, we flatly 
deny. Him Entrance, and refuſe Hun 


| Audience. 


Let us now. conſider a little ; What 
pitiful Worms we are, who thus con- 
remn the A'\mighty , who He is, whom 
we affront; what Trifles we prefer be- 
fore him ;. and we ſhall not wonder, if 
at length He-. leave us, and deſert us, 
with a Reſo/ution, never more to offer 
us thele extraordinary Favours; jo..$,v21 
I go away, lays He, ang, yo ſpall leck me, 
and you jhalt Die in your Sins, | 
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SYTTT: Ut, 
Reaſons why Delay is ſo dangerous. 
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| T HAT I may diſcover, yet more 


clearly, the Extravagance of Sin- 
ners, who defer the entire Converſion of 
their Hearts from time to time, upon a 
vain Preſumprion of chufſing their own 
time, when they pleaſe ; I ſuppoſe, as a 
findamental Principle, 1 Pet. 5. wv.s. 
that God gives Grace to the humble, and 
reſiſts the proud. 

He who values himſelf upon being 
Wiſe enough in the management of his 
Salvation ; who negleAs the time which 
God's great Mercy offers him 3 who 
preſumes He can, whene're he pleaſes, 


"chuſe the rime of his Converſion ; ſuch 


a Perſon, if ever he approach the 
Throne of Grace, comes in a diſpoſiti- 
on dire&ly oppoſite to Reconciliation ; 
he carries Pride bare-fac'd in the ver 
Front of him ; and the Addreſs hepre- 
ſents, is endors'd with the very ſame 
Fault which he begs Pardon for. 

A true Convert comes trembling, 
with a Heart truly humbled under the 
Omniporent Hand of an offended Ma- 
jeſty ; and fuch a Penitent will always 
find ' Favour; a Contrite and Humbl: 


- Heart God heyer will deſpiſe ; all his 
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former Offences will paſs fog nothing, 
Ezek. $3 16+ None of his ſms HFcommittcd, 


ſhall he mention'd to bim : In the Day of - 


his Converſion, bis Impiety ſhall never 
hart-him ; What tinig ſever God ſhall 
pleaſe to mark out to him, it he manage 
that, he is ſecure, : 

Bur, if a Sinner carelefly reje&t God's . 
Inſpirations, and from time to time,neg- 
Ie& the opportunities He mercifully ot» 
fers him ; if he behave himſelf, as if he 
thought his trme of Reconciliation were 
entirely at hisown diſpoſing; and upon 
this account, when he thinks fir,- pre- 
ſents himſelf before the Throne of 
Grace ; His very Coming in this mane 
ner is an A of Pride, a Pride by which 
he dangeroully preſumes upon' a more 
than ordinary Favour, ſuch as he knows 
has. been denied to many ThouGnds, 
who are Damn'd for ever, for lefs Sins 
than his,and leſs negle& of the Almigh- 
ty.3 a Pride, which is the greateſt pro- 
vocation that can be imagined, inas 
much as it abuſes all his infinite Good- 
neſs, Longaniraity,and Patience,not on- 
iy to the urmoſt degree of contempt,bur 
even to an impudent aſſurance of ob- 
taining Mercy when we pleaſe, altho'” 
we have fo much, fo often, and ſo long, 
contemaed it. This is a ſufficient Rea» 
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» fon, why God may abandon ſuch provid 
Penitents as often as He pleaſes : ,. And 
this Reaſon is atrended with. a ſort of 
Obligation (if a Man may term'it ſo,) 
Incumbent upon Providence, if not al- 
ways,at leaſt generally,and for the moft 
part,to treat them according to their me- 
rit. 
This Obligation ariſes from two Ti- 
tles. God is the Cr-aror of Man, and the 
Redeemer of ſinful Man. The firſt gives 
Him.the Prerogative of being the ſu- 
preme and univerſal Lord. and Maſter of 
rhe Univerſe ; under which Character, 
it belongs to him, to give Law ro all the 
parts of it, and take ſuch methods, as 
may, with a ſmooth and eaſe, yet ſtrong 
and ſteddy influence, promore and car- 
"Ty on the great Deſign of the Creation. 
Hence comes the Obligation of ſupport- 
ing the Credit,and maintaining the Au- 
thority of his Government, which ſinks 
immediately, and falls to nothing, if his 

. To0 great Indulgence always tolerate the 
open-violation of his Preceprs,-join'd 
with-a!l che Indignitzes, Aﬀroms, and 
Inſolencies; of a baughry SubjeQ, . that | 
will not be rec)aim'd but when he plea- 
ſes, will not take the advantage of thoſe 
favourable opportunities which areſo ot- 

, ten offer'd him,bur defers the en!y neceſſary 
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Buſineſs of his life from time xo time, 
upona proud preſumption, of being xe- 
ceiv'd atany hour whenſoe're he pleafes. 
Nothing under Heaven can this occa- 
ſion, keep up rhe Spirit and Vigour of 
Diſcipline amongſt us, and place 'the * 
Fear of God before our Eyes, but a juſt 
and ſevere Puniſhment, ſuch as becomes 
the Indignation of an angry Godabus'd, 
affronted, and contemn'd ; which 1s, to 
treat us as we treat Him,leave us as He 
finds us, and flatly refuſe us Audience, 
when we make our ſnpplicationsto hint. 
This Motive, Which ariſes from the 
Title of Creator, is abundantly fufhci- 
ent; bur yer the Title of Rearcemer, 
is a far more powerful inducement to 
the ſame rigour of Juſtice. "The Crea- 
rion of the World. was but a ſmall Ex- 
pence: A Word ſaid, 'and the whole 
Work oe, But the Redemption of fin- 
ful' Man, - the Extraction of him out'of 
the profound Abyſs of Sin and Malice; 
was a more laborious Maſter-piece of 
Mercy and Juſtice; it coſt him his de- 
ſcent from Heaven, - a paintul Life for 
many years upon Eatth, and rhe laſt 
drop' of his moſt precious Blood upon 
the Crofs.- Having 'redeem'd us' from 
the Devil,;at ſo'dear a rate, and havin 
paid the utmoſt price of our Salvation, 
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He has a ſtrict Right\to the Honour 
and Repuration of of Mercy, 1/3. 42.8. 
He 1s Lord of All, and his Glory He will not 
give to Another, He 1s our Lord and 
Maſter ; by Red:mption All of usare His ; 
He has paid the full Diſcharge of our 
Account; but He will nor app'y rhe 
value of this Payment to thoſe Perſons 
whoſe Pride wall either challenge the 
Credit, or ſhare it with him; He be- 
ſtows it only where it. may be evident, 
if.not. to. all the World,at leaſt to every 
Sinner's , Conſcience: who. receives the 
benefit, that nothing but#the Power of 
Grace could work iwondertul a Re- 
ſurreQion, - and free him from the Ser- 
vitude of Sin. 

He who made our Hearts, cannot 
but know the temper of our Inclinatt- 
ons. He cannot but ſee; how partial. 
and unequal we are in our Judgments. 
If any thing be amiſs with us, we pre- 
ſeatly begin to murmur and repine with- 
1n our ſelves, as if God only were the 
Author of our Fajlings. Bur, if we ſuc- 
ceed .in any thing, that feems Praile- | 
worthy, either in the Sight of God or #Þ 
Man, we preſently aſſume the Repura- 
tion of it; to our ſelves. | Our Faith 
teaches us the contrary : And'weſeem 
to believe it. But yer, I know nothow 
| —_ IT 
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it is, our Pride, which comes S. Bern. 
into the World with us, ade ord.vir. 
That Vice which is the firſt we” &r mor. 
fight with, and the laſt we con inftlis, 
quer, is ſo apt to work upon 

our Judgment, that if weexamine well; 
we cannot but obſerve, we always are a 
great deal more inclin'd to magnifie our 
own Endeavours, than to admire the 
Power of Grace. If God ſhould never 
treat us as we merit ; it He ſhould ne- 
ver abandon thoſe, who from his Good- 
neſs. take occaſion .to. abuſe. it; © we 
ſhould grow inſenſible of our neceſli- 
ties ; we ſhould forget our Obligations 
to the Grace of our Redeemer ; wg;ſhould 
behave our ſelves, as if we thought that. 
All is done by our High Hand, and not by the 
Aſliſtance of our Lord, Deut.32.27. This 
15 one Reaſon, amid a Juit one, Why He. -- 
is oblig'd (as F may ſay). in honour, if 
not always, at Jeaſt generally, and-for 
the moſt parr, to refuſe them Audience 
in a Time of their own chufing, who 
during the time which He thought pro- 
per for their purpoſe, never would 
vouchfafe fo hearken to Him, Fo.8.v.2r. 
I go away, ſays he, and you jhall ſeek me, 
and you ſhall die in your Sins, 
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That we ought to begin immediately, with= 
out Delay. 


W . TER: H* who h 4s promis'd PAR- 
DON' ro thoſe who Ree 
'n Fo Bigg prot, has newer promis'd TRUE 
. REPENT ANCE 0 thoſe who 
4ifes i, A Man muſt be a Stranger to 
theordinary courſe of Providence, who 
does not know, that there are certain 
Times in which our God is kinder and 
more fav ourable' to us; when Clouds 
of Anger diſappear, when Heaven feems 
to imile upon us, and the 'Almighty 
ſeems'F meet half way the Prayers and 
Addrefles of his People. *Tis not that 
God 1s1iable to any ſhadow of Incon= 
ſtancy : Healways is enclin'd to Mer- 
cy, and nothing Lurt our Sins can force 
him to the Rigour of his Juſtice. Some- 
times: He ſhowers doyyn his Graces in 
plentifulabundance ; viſits and 1nf{pires 
ns with good Thonghts, good Þelinaticns 
to aimendour hves; ſtrongly and {weet- 
ly moves us; fiequent!y and impor- 
rune!y 'prefies and 46+tHcires* us to true 
Repentance. © Bur, if, we ſlight his Far 
vours, He wirtdraws them. from us-: 
Mercy neg!efted and abus'd,gives lite 
to Juſtice: And all thoſe great and cx» 
| fraoraima”y 
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traordinary Graces, which before abound- 
ed,are denied us ; that we:may, bythis 
means, grow ſenſible. of their Nectflity 
and our; Nependency, their: Power and 
our Weakneſs. 


* What Wiſe Man 1s Chriſt. Dis 
*f there in 'the World, refory, p. 2. 
© who reading This, will c. 7. Se. 3. 


* not fear the deferring of & wv. 35» 
« lis Converſion, tho” it 
« were but for one day? Who knows, 
** whiether this ſhall be the {aff daypor 
* no, that ever God will: call him ?. 
* Prov. ch. 1. God ſays, 1 calt'd, and you- 
* refuſed to come ; 1 keld out my Hana, and 
*© you would not look towards me ; and there- 
** fore 1 wil FORSAKE you in your Extre* 
* mity. He does not ſay, how many: . 
* times He caled, or how long He held: 
** out his Hand, God ſays, 
* 1 ſtand at the door, and 
** knock : But He ſays nor, 
* how often. Almighty ._. 
* God is ready 'and bountiful to knock: 
* and+-call ;, but yet, he binds himſelf 
** £000 t:me or ſpace,but comes and goes: 
'. at his pleaſure. And they who rake 
'* not their times when-they are offer'd, 
" are excuſcelefs before his Juſtice, and 
** do not know, whether ever it ſhall be: 
** offer'd them again;or no : For that this 
E 5 * thing 
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'* thing is only in the Will and Know- 
** ledge of God alone ; who takes Mer- 
** cy vhere it /pleaſes him beſt, and is 
** bonnd to none. . And when the pre- 
'* fix'd time of calling is once paſt, wo 
* beto that party ; for a thduſandWorlds 
** [perhaps] will not purchaſe it again. 
This Reaſon is abundantly fuftcienr; 
to make us manage carefully the wort of 
cur Salvation with, ear and trembling ; and 
humble dur ſeltvcs under the powerful Hand 
of Ge, Phil. 2. 12. 1 Pet. 5. 6. without 
pretending to any abſolute Security of 
our admittance whenſoe're we pleaſe. 
We are certainly Damn'd, if we never 
ask Pardog ; probably'it maybe yet 
time enough, if we askit now : And 
in-concurrence of a certain ruin on the 
one ſide, with a probability of a fafety 
on the other, no Wiſe Man will. lofe 
time to deliberate upon the Choice. 
Some will ſay, perhaps, 'Tis a ſevere 
Cafe, to renounce all Worldly Aﬀe&i- 
ons, and deny them what's moſt dear 
fo them; to declate War againſt the 
moſt violent of Paſſions,and ro undergo 
the hardſhip of perperual Service in the 
Engagement ; if we have no abſolure Se- 
curity of making Peace when ever we 
defire it. Had we an aſſurance of our 
Pardon, whenfoe're we ask it, it were 
{tome 
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ſome encouragement to undertake a tho- 
rough Reformation of our Lives. Eur, 
torenounce All, upon a hazard of gain- 
ing Nothing, is too cold an invitation 
to-encounter ſo painful and laborious a 
Task. 

O Man, fays St. Paul to the Romans, 
Ch. 9. 20. Why art Thou, that thus replieſt 
againſt God ? Who are you, that dare 
preſume to article with Him, in thig 
manner ? Ts it not enough, to have ſo 
frequently tranſgreſt his Laws, fo much 
contemn'd his + puree ſo long abus'd 
his Patience ? Is it not enough to have 
idoliz'd the Obje&s of your Paſhon ? 
To have ſet up your ſingle ſelf in oppo» 
ſition to all the Di&ates of Duty and 
Obedience ?- to have affronted the Om- 
nipotent Hand, which(had not his Mer- 
cy held iit,) had-long ſince ſunk your 
miſerable Soul rothe Abyſs of Hell * Is 
not this enough, unleſs the ſame Pride, 
which began your Miſery, accompany 
alſo the Petition of your Pardon? Re- 
member, that God reſiſts the proud, and 
giwves grace only to the humble, 1 Pets. 5, 
Remember, that he is @ very. proud Beg- 
gar, who will not ask an Alms,excepthe 
be aſſur'd before-hand of receiving it * 
And, thar God is ſo far from receiving 
that infolent Requeſt of ſuch a ____ 

eti- 
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Petitioner, that (on the contrary,) He 
openly.declares, he bates him,FEccl,- 25: 4; 
My : Sor), fays He, hates,a provd Beggar. 
Ah Chriſtians} we muſt (if we hope 
for Salvation;} we muſt come 1n, ano+ 
ther Diſpoſition. We muſt not loſe time 
upon the Debare, wherher or no we-have 
a certain proſpeCt of Succels, Phil. ax 12. 
We muſt work our Salvation with fear hnud 
tem ling, 1 Pete5.6. and humble cur ſe wes 
waer the powerful hand of God. In this 
Conjun&ure,we have nothing elſe todo, 
but flye in all haſte tothe Throve of Grace, 
Heb.'4. 16, Every Moment 15 precious : 
Every Moment of Delay encreaſes the 
Danger. , _ ' 
1-iT he Prodzgal Son; whoſe imitation 
Qur Saviour, recommends;to us,.Propo- 
ing him as-a great Example cf an hum- 
ble Penitent; did not loſe time '1n_ ftu- 
dy ing,. wherher his Father would: re- 
ceive him or not; - the did not »before- 
hand enquire into his Father's Humour, 
tow he ſtood affected to bim ; whether 
he were ready, ro admit-him ;: or deter- 
murd never more to Jook, upon him ; 
at, unmediately, ' at, !his 'firſt; coming» t0 
&imſelf, he ſaid, Lacke 3 5+.17; 48. 1 wid 
riſe, -and go tq my (Father, and-[ay to. him, 
Father, 1 have Sin'd, So far washe from 
any, ab/oute afſurance of his Pardon, aud 
| i0 
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ſo ſenſible of his unworthineſs; he'did 
not {ſo much as offer to demand a perte& 
Reconciliation, but lefr himſelf entirely 
to his Father, ro diſpoſe of him, and do 
with him what he pleaſed, v- T9. Father 
Tam not worthy to be.ca'i'a your Sor. 

Alas! What can we do in this condi- 
tion ? We muſt redouble our Prayers- 
which we have heretofore ſo often hud- 
died over, with as much indiffetence 
and coldneſs, as if we were afraid leſt 
God ſhould hear us, and afift us with 
his Grace to take'up our Croſs, deny our 
ſelwes, and fol:ow him, Matth. 16. 2 4. 

If afrer a month, a year, or more, we 
find no great effe& of Mercy, we muſt 
fill perſevere firm in our Endeavours : 
The more we fear God's Anger, the fa- 
ſter we. muſt fly to the proteQtion'of 


. his Goodneſs, We muſt not-ſink under 


the apprehenſions of. our Reprobation, 
but withour diſputing our Deſtiny, we 
muſt reſolve, either to obtain Pardon, 
or die in the demanding of it, © 

If the Almighty ſeem to take no no- 
riceof us; : if He ſeem'as it were, to 


cominand us out of his fight, we have 
nathing elſe/ ro 1ay, fo. 6. v. 68.” but, 
Lord, whithor jhatl owe go? - What way 1s 
there to fly from thine Anger, bur by 
the. ſpeedieft recourſe we-poſſible- can 


make 
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make to the ſhelter of thy infinite Good- 
neſs ?. We know, we deſerve an ternal 
Baniſhment from thy Preſence: We 
know, we often have refus'd Thee Au- 
dience: We know, it was our common 
Anſwer, Prov. 3. 28. Go, and Come again 
another time : And therefore, we know 
we have t@reaſon to complain, if now 
we afe forſaken and abandon'd by Thee. 
Bur, this is only: what we deſerve ; *ris 
only what we juſtly Fear : Thownever- 
theleſs, commandeſt us to Hope other- 
wiſe; and *ris in compliance with this 
Command, Rom. 4.18. that,ve Hope even 
againſt Hope. We come not to diſpute 
about our Heaven or our Hel) ; we come 
not to capitulare upon- the. Articles of 
our Salvation ; we only fear as we have 
reaſon, and þ1pe as we ought ; fo that, 
letting aſide the whole ſollicitude of 
that Aﬀair, we leaye it entirely to thy 
Mercy. We come with a Contrite and 
and Humble Heart, full of nothing bur 
a fzncere Sorrow for all our paſt Offen- 
ces,joined with a hearty Reſolution, ne- 


ver to offend thee any more : Except it+ 


may be an Offence for Sinners, ſuch-as. 


we are, © to continue in thy Preſence ;- 


which cannot be : No, no; tho”. we 
thould fee thy Sword of Juſtice-drawn 
againſt us, and chy Omnipotent Hand 

Yrs ſtretcl'd 
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. ftretch'Kourt to ſtrike ns dead at thy 


Feet, -we wiltnot quit the place, Job x3. 
15. Although thou killeſt us, we will ſtill 
truſt in Thee, 
his is the Humble Heart, which 
charms our God ; the Heart which He 
catinot refuſe, Pſ. 591 Such a Contrite, 
ſuch a» Humble Heart, He - newer will de- 
ſpiſe. This is the only diſpoſition that 
can make amends for the abuſe of ſo. 
nuich Goodneſs ; and for the deferring 
our Converſion fo long, upon a proud 
Preſumption of, Amendment when we 
pleas'd. Such an Humble Heart,as this, 
gives God no reaſon to be jealous of his 
Honour : His Hand appears manifeſtly 
in the management and preparation ofir, 
Exod. 8. 19. The Finger of /God is here. 
Such a Convert, as this, will never 
challenge any ſhare in the Honour of his 
Converſion ; but, admiring the Benefit, 
will reſign the Honour, and humble 
himſelf ſo much the more in his preſence 
who made him what he is, But God 
will always have the Honour of the work ; 
He w:!/ be Mereiful when He thinks fir, 
and not allow proud Man to diſpoſe of 
his Mercy ; He wil! take his own time, 
and confound the preſumptuous Priae of 
thoſe,” who (as if they were God's Ma- 
ſter, rather than his Servants,) make no 
doubt, 
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doubt, but they can chuſe a 7/me con- 
venrent,] when they pleaſe. 


Sinners, Deceive not: your ſelves. 


Think not that God is always equally 
difpos'd to hear us, whenſoever - we ap- 
point our time of Audience. He wilt not 
ſuffer us to pretend to the honour of be- 
ginning our Converſion, and Challeng- 
ing his Greateſt Graces, at our leiſtre, 
*Tis rrue ; He'died to fave us : Burt, 
though He died for our Benefit, He 
died for God's Homo ; and will not 
part with any ſhare of this Honour, -to 
humour a proud Peniteat, 1/a. 42. 8. He 
- 16 Lord of All, and his Glory He will not 
giveato another, 't Pet. 5. 5. He Reſiſts the 
Proud, and only to the Humble he gives 
Grace in«this World, Glory in the next» 
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Sorrow” for our Sins." 
Anton. das © N My God ! God of my 
Chagas. youl, my Life,. my 
Heart, 
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« Heart, and All that is within me ! I 
* have ſinned,O my God ; I have offend- 
«ed Thee; I have done 1!] before the 
* Face of Heaven and Earth. Neither 
© the' Stars of Heaven, nor the grains of 
* Sand upon the Earth, are equal to the 
*boundleſs number of my grievous ſins« 

Ah my dear God ! my Maker, my 
Preſerv:r, my Redeemer, and my Only Bc= 
refafor, how it grieves me to 


have Sc offended Thee! © Tam Ikid. 


cc 


much more troubled at my | 
« great Ingratitude, than at the great- 
© nef<.of rhe Torments I deſerve. 

O thar I con!d bewail with Tears of. 
B'ood, the baſe unworthineſs of my Be- 
haviour to my ezly moſt Obliging, moſt 
Endearing, moſt Deſerving Frient ! 
Friend who a'ways loy'd me, even when 
T 'ov'd my fi'ly Hymorrs, and his miſera- 
ble' Creatures more than FH/1,who always 
/ov'd me, even when I was his moſt 
Urgratefn! Encmy; and notwithſtanding ' 
All, till Made me whatſo&re 7 was, till 
Gave me whatſoe're 1 Had,and ſtill avi 
ted me, nay, even Ceurted me, with daily 
Infpirations of his Grace, to Lwe Him 
above All'I hings..O that my Eyes were 
living Fountains of continual Repen- 
tance, to bewail my baſe Unworthinels ! 

And yet, aitho' my bleeding Heart 
thou'd 
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ſhould burſt out at my Eyes, my Grief 


would nere þe equal to my Grievous oy 
. Sins; the Guilt of which is infinite, and Mirg 


inftaitely greater than I'm able to con- | 
ceive. 'Tho' I ſhould weep with Tears: | **"*< 
of Blood in every corner of the Earth 
where I have finn'd ; All that would ne- 
ver waſh away the Guilt or Scandal of 
my Crimes. There's nothing but the . 
bleeding Sacrifice of the Unſpotted Lamb I 
of Goa; there's nothing but the Blood . 
of TESUS dying for my ſake upon yo 
the Croſs ; there's nothing elſe can re- hs 
concile me to the Sovereign Majeſty 0 
which I have ſo provok'd ; there's no- 
thing elſe can waſh out the deep Stains of 


of "wy unſpeakable Ingratitude. þ 
This is that Mercy of my God, which ; 
the admiring World has, reaſon to call | 7 


Great : That Mercy which 1s ttuiy Great, P 


not only in it's ſelf, but Great to all that I 
are Partakers of it, Pal, 50. Heve mere by 
cy on mc, O Goa, accordimg to thy Great 4 
- Mercy. Waſh my poor Soul fom its Ini» C; 
quity, and Cleanſe it from its Sins. Sprinele Pp 
me only with the Blood of ]J ESU S,and : 
1 ſhall be Cleans'd : Waſh me with it, and [ 
Jhall be whiter than Snow. Caſt me not awgy. ( 
from Thy Face, buy look upon @ Contrite | 


and an Humble Heart, which (for the ſake 
of Thy Beloved Son, with whom Thou art 
well 
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welt pleaſed, Matth. 17. 5.) I hope, Thou 
wilt not deſpiſe ; but,that Thou wilt have 
Mercy on- me, O-God, atcording to Thy Great 


Mercy. 
£ 4 ” 


S'E C TIT. IL 
Reſolutions of Amgndment. 


Pave ſaid : Now 1 Begin, Pſal.76. Alas ! 

How often have I [aid So, and as of- 
ten broke my Word ! And, what Hope 
have I Now to keep it, more than any o- 
ther Time? WhefT renew-the doleful 
Memory of my Relapſes,how I tremble 
at the-very Thought! To think how 
often, in a lukewarm Fir of Piety, I 
have imazin'd, T was Now” beginning to 
amend my Life ; and yet,how S929, how 
Eefly, how Shamefully, hath every ſuaden 
Paſhon, every ſofut Inclination, every 
ſity Humor overcome my beſt and firm- 
eſt Reſolutions! Proud, as I was, 1 wor- 
dered, always at my weakneſs, and could 
ſcarce believe it, though I Saw it. Proud 
as I was, ſtill went on in the ſame road ; 
Still fancy'd it was cajy to Reform, when 
I'Reſolw'd upon't ; and ſtill excus'd my 
ſelf,by laying all the faulr upon my Neigh» 
bdwrs, my Emple)mmts, or ſome other Cir- 
cumfiances of my Life. And yet,whatP/ace 
ſoever Þ bave liv'd in, whatloever Buſts 
neſs 
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neſs 'Thave been employed in, whatfo- 
ever Circumſtances have attended me; 
thro” all the ſeveral Changes of my For- 
t ; I have always been the ſame Frail 
Creature, always unequally unfaithful to 
my Word. - What Hope then have I Now 
to keep it, more than any other-Time ? 

Muſt 1 Deſpair ? Yes, yes : 'Tis ablo- 
Jurely Nece//ary for me to Deſpairof iny 
own Strength, that I may ſeriouſly begin 
to Hype in nothing elle bur H/m,whog/ives 
Grace tq the Humble,” arid reſiſts the Proud, 
1 Pet.5:5, And may I by his Grace per- 


Jevere all my Life, improving each day 
more and more, in This Deſpair, which: 


15 the Reaſon why, 7 Hope more now than 
any other Time. 

O thar I had long ſince Deſpair'd en- 
tirely of my own ſufficiency, and plac'd 
my Confidence in nothing bur the power- 
ful aſſiſtance of his G-a:e ; Tſhould not 
then have been ſo Negt/zent, ſo. openly Ex= 
pod on every fide, to the continmaldur- 
Prizes of my Pa/ons. I ſhould then have 
carefully emp/oyead the precious moments 
of my Time,either in Study/ng how to Meet 
my ſevera! Dangers, or Forecsſiing how to 
Avoid Them. I ſhou'd then have Pray-= 
ed as heartily, as Men do in a'Storm”; 
who every moment fear to fink,and eve- 
ry moment lift their $4 
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and weeping Eyes to Heaven 4 the ſame 
angry Heaven, whence They juſtly appre- 


+hend. their fatal Ruin. - Ah my God ! 
- how'ſeldom have. Prayed ſo! And how . 


often have1-A;k'd Thy Grace, as Careleſ- 
ly as if Thad no need of it! 

My Reſolutions, like my Prayers,hither- 
to have only been in General Terms: That 
now 1 woyld Reform my Life; I would no 
longer be a Slave to Paſſion and Humour ;, 1 
would now. Begin to be.a Saif; And, © ! 
how I have been aſham'd. to Think of all my 
Follies! i Alas ! This very. Pride: which 
made me thus 4ſham'd, was That which 
made me Fancy, 'twas an Eaſy matter to 
Amend ; and therefore'made me « areleſs 
1n obſerving the particular Occaſions 'of 
my Greateſt Sins, the | Remedies which 
ought fo be apply'd, and the, Imprdiments 
which ought ro be remow/'d.,Bur lince the 
lad experience of my Weakneſs makes 
me wiler, I am ow reſoly/'d, it ſhall be 
the ch/-f Bujmeſs of my Life, to watch and 
ſtua'y all the Aotions of my Heart :» What 
Paſſoms are predomigant 3 what Inclina- 
tions Second them ; by. what; Approaches 
T hey. gain ground 3, aad: by ;what Mc 27s, 
12 This or , That particalar Qccurrence, 

hey may be. reliſted, weakened, and 
ſubdued. 

A Maſter Work-man needs but now 
and 


- 
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and then apply his Rule,becauſe his Ha- 
bit guides his skilful Hand, But I, Un- 
Skilful as I am, who only ow Begin the 
neceſſary Art of Living well,and haveſo 
many years contratted an 111: habirof 
negleCing all thoſe Holy Precepts ; I 
muſt ow, not only in my Morning-Reco!- 
leFion,carefully Foreſee each Danger 'T am 
like to meet with in the Day; but fre 
quent'y Renew thoſe pious Reſolutions ;'in 
All occiſns Conſul: the Erernal Truth 
which came fromHeaven to inſtru& me; 
and Examine ſeriouſly, if the Employment 
of my Thoughts, Words, AQttons, and 


- Deſires, be ſuitable to fo Divine a Kule. 


All This I am R-eſoi/v'd wpon, in Pre- 
ſence of my God, and the whole Court 
of Heaven. Help me, All ye Bieſled Spi- 
rits, Luke 15.7, who are foyful Witneties 
of theſe my Holy Reſolutions : affift me 
now to make an humble Offering of them 
All before the Throne of Grace, Heb. 4. 16, 
And join your better Prayers with mine, 
to beg a 'Bleſſmg' for | hem ; without 
which, , alrh& T daily water Them with 
penitential Tears, - they never w1.l E. 
creaſe,and bringforth Fruit.' [have!jaid, 
Now 1Beþin. Have mercy on me,Q Gpd, 
according to Thy Great Mercy, Fſat.76, 
11. For Such a Change comes OY from-1h4 
Right Hand of the High-ſt. 
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SECT. 1. 
The Neceſſity 'and Advantages of Humility. 


LLour Saviour's Life, S. 4g. 
A * and Converſation up- lib. ae 
* on Earth, was a con- wer, 
* tinual InſtruQtion for the mo= rel. 
 delling of ours. - But above 
* all things,He particularly recammend- 
* ed ro us the Example of his great Hu- 
. mility : Learn of me , lays he, becauſe 1 
* am humble of Heart, and ou will fd reſt 
* for your Souls, Mar. II. 29. 
*'The neceflity of this in- 
* comparable \Vertue is fo Rodri= 
* great, that *ris impoſhble, guez.Par. 
* without it, to make any 2. Tr. 3« 
* progrels into a Spiritual ch, x. 
' Life. Our Pride corrupts 
*and ruins all our Vertuous Attions, 
* unleſs Humility begin, continue, and 
*conclude them. * Of. 
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* St. Gregory ſays, True Ver- 
Rodris _* tue never grows 1n any Soul, 
guer. * but when 'rtis-nouriſh'd-by 
ch. 2. * 1ts proper Root, which is Hu- 
*muyity. This plain compa- 
* riſon expreſſes very well its Nature, 
* and its Properties. 1. A Flower fades 
*and withers when cis parted from its 
* Root. 2. The Root is never better than 
* when hidden in the Earth, and tram- 
* Pled under foor. 3 A Tree is longer 
* liv'd, and-yields more: Fruit, accord. 
*1ng as the Root of it 1s deeper, and 
* lies lower under ground. 
* How much our Faith de- 
Roar. *pends upon Humility,the A. 
ch.3. * © poſtle tells us,when he ſpeaks 


* of taſting down. Imaginations, 


. © 2 Cor.10 5. every high thing that exhalt: 


© its JA againſt the knowleage of God ; and 
* captivating every Thought 10 th. Ovedience 
* oft hrift, Man's Reaſon is but weak, 
* and ſubje& to miſtake ; and therefore 
* a ſubmiſhve Spirit is required; the 
* want of which, has been the firſt be- 
* ginning of-.a!] Herehkies, and verified 
* St. Paui's Prediftion, 2 Tim. 3. 1,2, 347. 


*\* That 7 the laſt dayr, dangerous T7wics 


* will rome, becanſe Men will be .Proud ; de- 
* ſpiſers of good People ; and ever learning, 
* bat never coming to the knowledge of Truth. 
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© The ſame Humility -which guides 
* our Faith, encourages our 
© Hope: | Becauſe: the more 
© we fear our Weakneſs,and 
© djfide if our own'Strength, 
© the more we have recourſe to God, in 
© whom we. place our confidence : And 
©thns, 2 Cor. 12. 10. when we are weak, 
© ſays the Apoſtle, we? are ſtrong. That 1s 
© roſay, when oncswe” rightly under- 
ſtand bur ſelves, and being thoroughly 
"convinced of our Infirmity,we feriout- 
' ly begin to hope in nothing but the 
© aſliſtance of God's Grace? Then *tis 
* that he himſelf begins to: take in hand 
* the management of our Aﬀairs ; pro- 
© videsforus in all our ſpiritual Wants ; 
[upPorgs, and guides us, by penn] 
* Providence, in all our pidus Under- 
"rakings. 'Tis with us, as *ris with Beg- 
* gars,vho.expole their Ulcers and their 
© Mieries ; the more they Tay them 0- 
* pen in the publick View, the more 
© they move our Pity, and obtain more 
* Aims of Charirable Perfons : * So the 
* more fincere'y we confels, 'and with 
* profonnd Humility acknowledge, our 
*.extream Neceflicies, expoſing them in 
*Pprefence of our (God,the more we move 
* him to compaſſionate our miſerable 
© State, and to beſtow upon us more a- 
| * bun- 
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 bundantly the Riches of his Grace, 
Humility, as it encourages our Hope, 
ſoit improves our Charity. An humble 
Man, perpetually- conſidering his innu- 
merable Faults and ImperfeQions, the 
more he ſees his great unworthineſs,the 
more he wonders at God's Patience,and 
15 more inclin'd to love his Goodnels a- 
bove all things. . * Nothing 

P. Craſſet, * makes me better under- 
7. 2, Con, | * ſtand how good God is, 
14 * than when I fee with how 
* much Patience he endures 

*a Man, who is not able to endure him- 
» *ſelf. *'Tis he who 1s offended ;. I am 
- *the Offender. I, all Wickedneſfs ; and 
* he, all Holineſs. As wicked as I am, 
© I can't endure my ſelf: As holy as he 
* is, he ſuffers me with patience® I only 
* ſeea ſmall part of my Faults, and hate 
*my ſelf: He ſees them all, and yet he 
* does not ceaſe to love me. I have ſuch 
* a horrour of my ſelf, when I conſider 
© how inconſtant, and how frail I am; 
and yet,I cannot perceive that God has 
* any horrour of me. On the contrary, 
© the more 'I. humbly own my wicked- 
* neſs, the more obliging and endearing 
* proots he gives me of inſuperable good- 


* nels. 
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* Our Humility preſerves 
* and guards . our Chaſtity, Roadr.ch.3, 
* St. Bernard does not fear to 
'fay, that even the Purity of the Bleſſed 
* Virgin ber ſelf, had never been agreeable to 
* God, without it. | Beſides, it 
*15 not only neceſſary to pre= Corn. a 
"ſerve our.Chaſtity ; but is Lap. i c. 
* the beſt and moſt effeQual 1.44 Row. 
" Remedy that can be,to pro- 
*cureit. Luxury i the puniſhment of 
* Pride, and Chaſtity the Triumph of 
"Humility. St. Hzerom ſays, 'Tis hard to 
* find a Heretick that loves Chaſtity ; althy' 
* in his Diſcourſes he may ſeem to praiſe it, 
' and pretend to praffiſe it. The reaſon is, 
" becauſe God gives grace only to the 
* humble, and reſiſts the Proud, 1 Per. 5. 

5. and where there is no Grace, there 
" 1s no Chaſtity, but all Concupiſcence. 
" Hence comes the common Saying of 
' our Novelleſts, that Chaſtity is impoſ- 
' ſible; and 'tis no wonder-«that they 
"think ſo ; for it is ſo, to the Proud,and 
' Graceleſs, who can ne're be truly 
* Chaſte, till they are truly Humble. 
" They are given «p by God to all uncleanneſs 
* through the Luſt of their own Hearts, Rom. 
6 ——_" l 4 

1.24. and 'tis but juſt, that if the Soul 
" refuſes due ſubmiſſion to God, the Bo« 
* dy ſhould be found, by tis permiſſion, 
F 2 * as 


123 
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*as untraQable and diſobedient to ſuch 
*a Soul, Becauſe, ſays Sr, Gregory, By 
* Pride they prefer themſelves before Men ; 
* by Luxury they ſron berome like Beafts. 

* A Man mighr ealily go 


Rodrech.3. © thro' all other Vertues, and 


* obſerve Humility as nece(- 
* ſary forthe acquiring and preſervink of 
* them all. But, what has been already 
*ſarid, ſuffices ro convince us, that the 
* moſt compendiou$merhod of aſpiring 
* fo PerfeQtion, 1s to make 1t cur chief 
* buſineſs to be truly humble. 

©Tis enough to add, that 

P. Craſſet *all our Vertues and'good 
T.1. Lund. * Aﬀtions, without Humili- 
. 3: det A- *ty,wiilneverfaveus; and 
went, * that all our Sins and Im- 
* perfeCtions, with true Hu- 

* mility,will never damn us; for asſoon 
* as ever we are truly humble, all our 
© Vices leave us, and immediately all 
© Vertues take poſſelfion of our Hearr. 
* My Soul! why are we then diſcoura- 
©ged ? Why do we defpair ? Why are 

| . » 

* we now and then ſo melancholly,when 
* we think of ajl our Imperte&ions and 
* Faults ? It Therefore we have reaſon to 
* deſpair, have we not therefore reaſon 
* to be humb'e? Ler us be ſo then, and 
* we ſha} have no longer any reaton'to 
* deſpair. 
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t deſpair. Let us but humble our ſelves - 
© in preſence of our God, we ſhall ſoon - 
* obtain a that we have not ; we ſhall 
* beable todo all that wetannot; and *' 
© we ſhall receive all that we deſerve nor. 
' You cannot faſt: Ar leaſt you can 
* bumble your ſelf. You cannot weep 
* for your Sins? Humble your ſelf, be- 
* cauſe you cannot: You have not time 
enough, nor Health enough, to ſay 
much Prayers.. However, y ou may, be 
as humble every jot, as if you had.*Do 
whar you can, you always pray with. 
much Diſtration. - Be content, and 
© humble. You are now and then ſur- 
* priz'd, and fall into ſome Sin. Have . 
* patience : Take more care another 
* time, and be more humble ever after. 
An Humble Heart God never will deſpiſe, 
Pſal. 5o. And is not Fhis enough, to 
ſhew us the Neceſſicy and great Advantage 
of Humility ? How comfortable is the 
Thought of it, to them whoſe want of 
Hea'th, or other Circumſtances, willnor 
ſuff:r to make uſe of Corporal Auſteri- | 
ties,in SatisfaCtion for their Sins 1 What 
Comfort is it to them, to refle&,thar ſtill 
they have a Refuge left them an the + _. 
SanQuary of this Vertue. - *Tis'the, only 
One they have, if we believe an Ancient 
Father of the Church. Whvoever has come 
EF 3. mitted 
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mitted grieve Sins, and has 
S$?, John. a Body weak and fickly; 1:t 
Clim#Re- him tread the footfleps of Hus 
eapitul. Ar. mility: In all things, let him 
39. follow where the Spirit and 
the impulſe of that Vertue lead 
him : 'T's the only way he has to ſave his Soul. 
SEC. $21), 
Firft Degree of | Humility, 

| : T H E firft Degree, is to 
Rod. ch. 5. * have a mean Opinion 
* of our ſelves, to think our 
* ſelves contemptible, and ju1ge, that we 
* deſerve to bedeſpis'd by all the World. 
*'The Knowledge of our ſelves, our 
* Weakneſs, and our Miſery, is no Hu- 
* mility ; but only is the neceſflary 

© Means to come to this Degree of it. 
* A Perſon truly humble, 
Rod.ch3. * always has before his eyes 
* his own DefeRs and Imper- 
* fetions; in others,he conſiders chiefly 
* the PerfeQtions and Vertues which he 
* finds ; and thus he always is perſua- 
- * ded,that his Neighbours are much ber- 
* ter and more perfe& than himſelf. He 
© loves them with reſpe& and tender- 
* neſs. He 1s not angry at his being va- 


© lued lefs than they,but glad to ſee them 


* His - 


* All preferr'd before him. 
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© His Sins, which -ver are 
* before him, make him fen- 
* ſible, that he deſerves the * | 
© worſt of Puniſhmetts: And therefore, 
© whatſoever happens to him, he'eſteems 
© it inififitely Teſs than: his Iniquiry de- 
© ſerves. | He never thinks himſelf af. 
*fronted. 'Whatfoever wrong 1s done 
© him, he xeceives it as a favour, in com- 

* pariſon of what he has juſt reaſon to 
* expe&t. He ſuffers all, in ſilence, upon 
* this account: And far from breaking 
* out into Complannts, fe only calls'to 
* mind that humble Saying of the Pro- 
* phet Micah, 7. 9. I will bear the Indigna- 
* tton of my Godyhecauſe 1 have ſand againſt 

* him. 

* The hardeſt meaſure we 
can ſuffer in this Life ; the 
greateſt and the moſt ſe- 
vere Humiliations we can think of, are 
mcomparably leſs than what is due tro 
any ſingle Crime, which we commit 
againſt the Majeſty of God. Can we 
imagine, all the World is able to diſho- 
*nour him t00 much, who has diſhonouz'd 
* God himſelf? And 1s't not juſt, thar 
© having lighted and negleQed-his Crea- 
*-tor, he himſelf ſhould be 'defpig'd by 
* All and live for ever after in dilgrace ? 
© Remember, that a Sinner is a Child of 
F 4 * Wrath, 


Ib. P[.50, 


Rod'ch.7. 
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* Wrath, Epheſ:2.3. an Enemy of God, 3 
* Monſter of Deformity, - condemn'd to 
*.everlaſting Flames : Remember this ; 
' and you will ſhrink below the feet of 
* all the World 3. becauſe you will be 
* then: convinc'd, . that howſoever you 
' are humbled and. oppreſs'd, a. Man 
* who has but once offended God, de- 
* ſerves to ſuffer more. | 
* Altho? my Conſcience 
Roa. hid, * accuſe me not, Though 1 
* know nothing of my ſelf, fays 
*the Apoſtle, 14Co-. 4. 4. yet 1 am not 
* hereby juſtified ; but he that: judges me, is 
* God, When we conſider well, - haw 
* doubtful our Condition is, and how 
* wealways are uncertain of our being 
* juſtified : This, this alone,withour all 
* other-motives, which are numberleſs, 
©is of it ſe}f. abundantly ſufficient ro 
*'humble us. What Chriſtian is there, 
* that would-dare to ſhew his face ? Or 
* Man that would not rather wiſh ro 
* ſink into the Bowels of the-Farth, to 
* hide himſelf? If this RefleQion once 
* had made a deep imprefftion in his 
* Mind, My Crimes are certain, but my Par- 
* den is uncertain; nothing can be more 
© uneaſfie to a Soul thar would be fay'd; 
* than this Uncertainty. Bur yer, there's 
* nothing in theWorld of greater uſe co 
"rhe 
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* the acquiring and-preſerving of Hur 
*mility. There's nothing can refrain 
xt of & * us more from Cenſurinz ourNeighbours, 
1:1 be Þ © or Deſpiſing even thoſe who feeme the 
YOu * greateſt Sinners, than to think, that We 

Van $ * our ſelves are far from having any cer- 
"de. | * rainty of beingin the State of Grace ; 
*and that this very moment we may be, 


ence * for ought we know, in equal danger 
hb 1 « of the everlaſting Flames of Hell. 

fays SECT. NI. 
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e is Second Degree of Humility. 


QT "EA E Second'Degree, is 

* when we love to be Rodich.13. 
Ing *negleCed, and deſire-to be 
all * deſpis'd. As hard as it appears, if Ge 


ſs, * were once*well grounded- in the fifft 
fo * Degree, the way would then be ſhore 
e, and eaſie to the ſecond. If we had but 
Je * once a mean Opinion of our ſelves; if 
© © once we truly thought our ſelves con- 
'O * temptible ;- if once our judgment were 
'E *convinc'd,. that we deſerve to be de- 
's *ſpis'd by 'All the World ;- it would 
- *not'then be difficult to ſuffer their con- 
J "tempt : We then ſhould even wiſh for 
; *\uch. occaſions of improving our Hu- 
; ©mility :. They. would be always very 


* welcom- to us, and afford us,every day, 
{4 - T po" . 
new Joy. and Conſolation. "ſi certain, 
{< 
% & ſays: 
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* lays St. Benaventure, that we naturally 
* Jove to ſee our Sentiments approv d,and our 
* Opinion: follow'd, Which if it be true, as 
* Our Experience too often teaches us, why are 
we ſo uneaſie,when we ſee our Neighbours un- 
aervalue us? *Tis queſtionleſs, becauſe we 
are not, in our judgment, thoroughly con- 
" vinc'd, that we deſerve to be deſpis'd ; for 
* if we were, we jhould be glad to fee our 
* Neighbours follow our Apinion. 
© The Diſpoſitions which 
Rodech.14- * make way to this Degree, 
* are, 1. To ſhun as much as 
* may be, all occaſions of Praiſe. 2. To 
* ſuffer patiently the Humours and In- 
* ſults of others. 3. To take no pleaſure 
* Hi our being celebrated-and admir'd. 
* 1. Theavoidfng all occa- 
« tid, *fons of Praiſe, 1s recom- 
* mended to us by the great 
* Example of our Saviour, and the uni- 
* verſal Prattice of the Saints. Our Sa- 
* yiour fled from thoſe who thought to 
* chuſe him King. He ſhew'd hisG!o- 
*ry on Mount Thabor, to no more than 
*three of his Diſciples, and immedi- 
© ately charg'd them not to ſay a word 
*-on't. Whenfoever his great Charity 
* appear'd in doing Miracles, his great 
*Humility appear'd no lefs in hiscom- 
* manding SECLECy. 
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© Humilicy. affe&s not to 
' appear in her 9wn likeneſs, S. Fr.Sales. 
* She+ forbears Expreſſions p. 3.c. 5- 
* which diſcover her. She 
« deſites, not only to conceal all other 
 Vertues, but particularly, to conceal 
* her ſelf. - 

© Tisa dangerous thing to 
© ſpeak”=of ones ſelf, either Þ, Craſſer. 
* well or ul; - if well, 'tis to T. 1. Mar. 
* appear deſerving ; it 711, "tis 3. de ©. 
* appear humble. vent. 

* An humble Man had ra- 
* ther hear anotherſay, That S.Fr.Sales, 
* he 1s miſerable, inconſigerable, p. 3+ c.5. 
* good for nothing, than be 
© heard to ſay it of himſelf. Ar leaſt,he 
* never contradicts it. Whoſoever ſays 
*;it, he believes,it firmly, and is there» 
* fore glad that others are of his Opinion. 

* 2. If we ſeriouſly con- 
* ſider'd, that the eſteem of - Rod.eh.14. 
© Men, 1s generally, it-not al- 
* ways, an Occaſion of Preſumption and 
*Pride ; and that the Saints themſelves, 
* who by. God's Grace, were more ſe- 
* cure from Danger, always fled from 
© ſuch Tempration, even with averſion 
* and horrour ; we ſhould certainly con» 
* clude, that whatſoever may contribute 
*to the humbling of us, and inducing 

us 
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*us to have 'a mean opinion of our 
*ſelves, ſhould be receiv'd with patience, 
* and embrac'd as uſeful-means of pur- 
* chaſing, preſerving,and egcreaſing our 
* Humility. The opportunities of pra- 
* Qiling this Vertue, are ſo frequent 
* every day, that if we did but carefully 
* forecaſt ro profit by them; we might 
*almoſt,make it our continual Exercile. 
© It happens, ſays the De- 
B. HI. ch.4g.” © vout Kemps, that what 
| * 1s pleaſing. to others, ſhall go 
* well forward ;. that which thou wiſheſt,ſhall 
* not ſpeed ;; that whith others ſay, ſhall be 
*h:ard ; what thew ſayeft, ſhall be nothing 
* regaraed;. others ſhall ack, and ſball re- 
* cetve;, thou ſhalt ak, and not obtain ;. 
* others ſhall be great in the praiſe of Men ; 
* but of thee there ſhall be no Speech : * To 6+ 
* thers, this or that ſhall be committed; b# 
" thou ſhalt be accounted fit for nothing,” At 
"this, Nature is apt ſometimes to be troubled ; 
" and "tis mach, if thou art humble enough, 
"70 bear it: patiently with ſilence. | 
+3: Tobe charm'diſo little 
Thi. with Eſteemand Honour, as 
*to take no pleaſure in'them, is 
* a third ſtep to the feeiphe of this De= 
*pree; much harder than the other two, 
"For as St.. Juſtin very: well obſerves, 
"® Aitho” 4t may be eaſe for» a Man. te live 
1th» 
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© without praiſe, when it is denied ;, us havd 
© enough for any Man,to take mo pleaſure in it, 
* wh: tis freely offer” d him.” A Proud Man, 
© ſays St.” Gregory, © rejoices even” when he 
© nows' that his Admirers ave miſtaken in 
«him; For bs caves not what his Life is in 
© the fight of God, but only values the appene 
6 rance of it in the ſight of Men, And there= 
«© fore be is puft np with the leaſt applauſe : 
© He fancies, he has reapt the fruit of his en« 
© deauoiirs : He deſires 116 more : He aims at 
nothing elſ»9. But, on the contrary, an 
© hamble Man is fo averſe from the ap- 
© plauſe of Men; that he's uneaſie with 
it. He's afraid, there is no real ground 
*forit; or elſe he fears the loſs of his 
©Reward in Heaven, by receiving of it 
© here, and:trembles at the apprehenſion 
© of exchanging, for a little popular E- 
© ſteem, the Crown of everlaſting Glo» 
© ry, which lie hopes for. Solomon ſays, 
© Prov. 27. 21. As Gold is tried. by the Filr- 
© nace, ſo is a Man by his Praiſe. St. Grege- 
© ry adds, If h: grows vain by hearing it,he's 
©like. falſe Gold,. which fuffers by the. fire ; 
© but, if the h:aring of it makes him trem= 
* ble, left it may be prejudicial to his Soul 
©-before the Swyereign Judge ; "tis like a fire 
© which only ſ:rves to purify, and give him 
© a new luſtre. We ſhould be ſo ground» 
* ed in the knowledge of our ſelves, that 
© when: 
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* when we are commended, we-may a!* 
* ways have before. our eyes our: baſe 
© Unworthineſs; and be ſo much the 
© more aſham'd, to think; we are ſo far 
* from being what we ſcemto. be ; that 
s * we fall ſhort of being, even what [we 
© ſhould be. 
© By theſe three Steps we 
Rod.ch.15. © come at laſt to the Degree, 
* of loving and deſiring to be 
* undervalued and deſpis'd : We be- 
© come, not only humble in our Judg- 
* ment, but our Heart, .. The firſt degree, 
* which is Humility of Judgment,was not 


© obſerves; becauſe He knew himſelf 
* too well,to have a mean opinion of him- 
© felf, or :h/»k himſelf comemptible, or 
* judge, that He deſerv'd to be deſpis'd 
©by all the World. But the ſecond De- 
* gree, the true Humility of Hears, was 
*the Humility of our Redeemer. ' He 
© zook pleaſure 1n deicending, and beco- 
*ming Man: He /ov'd to be neglected, 
* ſcorn'd, and ridicul'd : He heartily de- 
© {id to undergo all Injuries, Inſults, 
© and Qutrages. Behold the Example of 
* our Maſter. - See the Leſſon. which he 


* came to teach us, Matth, 11. 29, Learn 


* Heart. 


*A 


* to be found in }. C. as St.Bernard well* 


'© of me, ſays he, becauſe I am humble of . 
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©A true Diſciple of Chriſt, 
© 31s dead to all things in this 16d, 


© World ; he hates it, and de- 
© teſts it ;* he deſires not to be valued 
and eſteem'd in't; but embraces all 
©Humiliations with the ſelf-ſame Paſ- 
* fion, which worldly Perſons have for 
* Honour and Eſteem ; and is as g/ad to 
© meet with all occaſions of appearing 
©inconſtderable and contemptible, as 
© they are over-joyd to meet with oppor» 
*tunities of ſeeming Great. 
© To know if we are true 
© Diſciplegof our Maſter, and Rod. 


© have perfe&ly acquired this <<. 16. 


<Vertue; we mult, by this 
© Rule, exarnine well the Diſpoſition of 
* our Heart, and fee if we rejoice as 
* much. at being undervalued and de- 
* fpis'd, as others do at being honour'd 
* and applauded. 
* This Examen 1s the Touch- 

© ſtone of Humility. For *'tis a= 16:d. 
© oreed upon by all, that. Vertue . 
* 15 imperfe& in us, till we praQtiſe it 
* with ſatisfation and pleaſure. If we 
* find the leaſt repugnance in the Pra- 
© Qtice,- when occaſion ſerves, and uſe 
* much preparation to ſurmount the dif- 
* ficulty of ir, *cis indeed the way to ac- 
* quire tuck Vertue ; but it allo, is.a 

* certain. 
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*certain mark, we have not yet acquir'd 


*it in perfe&tion. A Maſter of an-Arrt, 
as" Ariftotle ſays, has ſuch a Habit of it, 
*that he uſes no deliberation, bur per- 
*forms the Operations of it with ſuch 


* eaſe, he ſcarce knows what he's doing, 


* when he does his work. And Philoſo- 
* phers tel] vs, that in ſurprizing Acct» 


* dents, we a&@ not by ReficQtion, but by 


* Habir. For which reaſon, "tis in vain 
© to examine, what our Inclinations are 
* (and whether we are truly humble, or 
© no,) by what we do with preparation 
and leiſure: We muſt carefully Ex- 
*amine what we ſuddenly are apt to do, 
* without deliberation. 
However, if by this Examen 
Roar. we obſerve,that notwithſtand- 
ch, 17. ing our Endeavyours to im- 
prove, we frequently are 1m- 
portun'd, and ſometimes overcome by 
Pride and Vanity ; if we are yet ſo far 
from-taking pleaſure in the praQtice of 
Himility, that we are hardly able to 
ſupport 1n ſilence the uneaſineſs we ſut- 
fer in it. Let not this diſcourage us; but 
on the contrary, the more we fee our 
weaknefs,. let it humble us the more ; 
and ler us learn from thence, *© ro uſe 
© our utmoſt diligence, in laying amore 
* firm. Foundation of Chriſtian Humili> 
| yo 
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: ry, which is Humility of Heart. "Tis not 
© a thing 1impoſhble. For, by the grace 
© of God, we may be able, ſays Sr. 4 
* fin, not only to imirare the Example 
© of rhe Saints, but alfo of the Sovereign 
Ne" er of the Saints, He invites us all 
to1mirate his Vertue ; and can we fan- 
ey, he invites us to a thing impoſſible ? 
Learn of m:, ſays he, becauſe 1 am 
* Humble of Heart. And St. Hierom very 
© well obſerves, that thoſe Warwn ty One 
, Saviour, Mat. 19.21. If thou wilt be Per- 
© fe, come and follow me, are a manifeſt 
* Convi&tion, that by his Grace, (which 
* always is at hand,) we have it in our 
© Power, to be PerfteQ, if we will. 


SB C:-3.-FY. 
An Objettiom Anſwered. 


| - Chariry incline us to de- 
fire our Neighbour's good, 
and to contribute what we 
can to their Salvation, why 
ſhou'd our Humility deſire, that all the 
World may undervalue us? Without 
their thinking well of us (in ſome capa- 
Ccxry, or other,) we ſhall never do them 
any good ; they never will confide in us, 
they will not hearken to us; we ſhall 
have no credit with them. Tg not 


Roar. 
ch. 2 0 


therefore reaſonable, even by the Rule 
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of common Charity, that we ſhould ra- 


ther ſeek their Kindneſs and Eſteem, 


than their Averſion and Contempt ? 
* SE.” Gregory anſwers i Tis 
Ibid. * one thing to deſire our Neigh- 
© bour's Efeem ; another; toge- 
* jorce at his Profit. Tis -a Critne Fo 
* covet Reputation ſor its own ſake, and 
* rejoice at being Great in the opinion 
* of Men. Bur yet, to wiſh as much of 
* it as, may be neceſlary for ſo good an 
*End as that of ſerving Souls, and gain- 
* ing them to Chriſt, is an effeCt of Cha- 
rity. And thus, 'tis Jawfnl ro deſire 
© our Neighbour's good Opinion and E- 
* ſteem, ſo far as may enable us to do 
* them good ; becauſe we rh defire it 
* only for their Service, and the greater 
* glory of our God, with a ſincere and to- 
* tal diſengagement from the Charms of 
* Pride and Vanity. If any Man, who 
© naturally hates a Potion,or a Pill, upon 
* occaſion procures it, and 4:/ircs to take 
*1t ; we may be afſlur'd, that ſuch a Man 
* takes Phyſick, not for Phyſick ſake,but 
*purely for his Health. So when a Man, 
© who by an extraordinary grace of. the 
* Almighty, hates the app'auſe and hor 
* nour of this World ; when ſuch a Man 
* procures,1e/ires,and manages with care, 
* the good Opinion of Men,; becauſe, 
*1t may be uſeful ro him in their Ser- 
& s. VICE; 
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' vice ; 'we may be aſſuged, he only ſeeks 
* God's Honour, not his own. 
However, this great Truth 

15 generally much' abus'd ; 
and under the pretence of it, 
we only cover the Ambition, and dif- 
guiſe our Vanity. We covet Honours,. 
ſeek Preferments, and intrude our fſtlves 
intoEmployments,letting flip no oppors 
tunity of being or appearing Great ; and ' 
all this while, we plead, 'tis only Cha- 
rity, to qualihe us for the better Service 
of our Neighbours. © We have there- 
f fore need of no ſmall circumſpeCtion to 
* diſcern the Cheat. The way to know 
© it, ſays St. Gregory, is toexamine all oc- 
* caſions,vhere our Reputation 1s a thing 
* indifferent, and uſeleſs to our Neighbour. 
If in theſe, we care not for the good 
© Opinion of Men, we may ſuppoſe,rthat 
* when we are concern'd for't, it is only 
© for ourNeighbor's ſake, & not our own. 
Sr. Gregory thus unties the 
Knot ; bur Sr. Francis cuts it 
with more eaſe,” and much 
more clearly takes away the difficulty. 
© Whatfoever the Occaſtons, 
*are, He roundly anſwers 3 
© that our Charity begins at 
* home; that if it inclines us to deſire 
* our Nerzghbour's ſpiritual good z © with 
* much more reaſon, it inclines us Ly a 
* fire 


Ibid. 


Ibid. 


Ibid. 
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* fire our Own ; that if our Reputation 
* may be uſeful to our Neighbour ;. our 
- Diſgraces and Humiliations (incurred 

without our fault) may prove more 
* beneficial to our ſelves. If when I 
* preach, ſays he, or when I praftice any 
* Vertue which is edifying, Lam/pleas'd 
* with Praiſes, which endanger my Sal- 
f vation 3 becauſe their good Opinion 


* Inſtrution, and Example. How much 
*reaſon have I, for my own ſake, to re- 
* joicea great deal more, when (havin 

* done my beſt) I ſtill am ooo diy Hoe 
* and deſpis'd ; becauſe, by this means, 
*I my ſelf am more acceptable ro God, 
* and more ſecure of my Eternal Happ:« 


* neſs? 
Our Saviour himſelf, 
See Rodr, whoſe Charity inclin'd him 
ch.29. to deſcend from Heaven, and 
to ſacrifice his Life for Sin- 
ners; knew that many unbelieving Souls 
were loſt, by undervaluing and deſpi- 
ſing him; He knew that many Millions 
: of them would have been converted, if 
they had admir'd and honour'd him as 
he deſerv'd ; and yet, He never ſought 


them; but altho' their Souls were dear 
to Him, his Hoaour was not. As He 
came 


- * of me, helps them to improve by my. 
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came from Heaven, not to do his own will, 
but the 'will of him that ſent bim,Joh.6. 38, 
So he came to ſeek the Honour of his 


'Father,not his own, 7eh. 8.49, 50. I ho 


nour 7y Fathey lays He : I ſeg not my own 
glory. * Tis enough, that whillt I only 
ſeek his Honour, he takes care of mine z 
© and that altho? I never ſeek my own, 
yet there is One that always ſeeks and 
© judges it, v. 50. and always will be ſure 
to do meJuſtice. Let us follow the Ex- 
© ample of our Saviour, let us mike ir 
the chief Buſineſs of our Life, to do the 
© will of him that ſent ws, not onr own. Let 
© vs honour our Father in Heaven. Let 
© his Honour only be the Obje& of our 
© care, and neverlet us mind ow own,but 
© reſt content, that He himfſe]f rakes care 
© of it. Let no appearance of our Neigh- 
bour's Profit,cheat us into an Ambirion 
of being popular ; bur let us faithfully, 
in all things, do our Duty,for the Love 
and Honour of our God; and as for 
Mens Opinion of us, Jet us leave it to 
his Providence. His Honour here be- 
low, is left (as I may ſay) to our Diſ- 
cretion: He commits it 'to our Care : 
He forces not our L:berty, but only offers 
the aſſiſtance of his Grace, and 'erts us Ho- 
nour him,and ſerve him as we pleaſe. Shall 
God thus truſt his Honour in fo bad a 
hand as ours ? And ſhall not we be ney 

ed 


1.42 An Humble Heart. C. 4. 
fied, to truſt our Honour in ſo good a 
hand as his ? 


SE CIT. V. 
Third Degree of Humility. 


h H E Third and laſt | 
* Degree, is the Humi-. Rodr.ch.3e, 
© lity of Saints, who are molt » 
* humble in the ſight of GCod,when they 
*are moſt eſteemed and celebrated by 
* the World. | 
*When a Perſon tull of Faults and 
© ImperteGtions, has a mean Opinion of 
* himſelf; eſteems himſelf no better 
* than heis ; and 1s content to be repu- 
© ted ſuch as he eſteems himſelf; we 
* may commend him, fays St. Bernard ; 
* but have little Reaſon ro admire him. 
* Who admires to ſee a poor Man have a 
* mean Opinion of his Riches* Think 
© himſelf no richer than he is; and reſt 
* content, that others think ſo too : But 
*if a Rich Man rank himſelf amongft 
* the Poor, andtreat them with reſpeC, 


<as ifhe were the leaſt conſiderable of 


©*themall; this very well deſerves our 
* Admuration. 
_ By this Deſcription of the third, De- 


.gree, we.plainly tee, that the Humili- 


ty of Saints, and che Humility. of Sin- 
ners, is the ſame in Subſtance, tho' they 


differ 


ch.39, 
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differ in Perfe#on.. *Tis true. ; . we won- 


der not, to ſee a Man ſtand ſteddy upqn 
even ground. But when we ſee the ſame 


Man ſtand as; firm upon a lofty Pinna- 


cle, we gaze, and wonder at kim. All 
this while, the Man's the ſame; tho' we 
1dmire him more, - becauſe the Place is 
higher, and the difficulty greater, So 'tis 
in our preſent caſe. Humility is either 
of the Judgment or the Heart. "The 
third degree is comprehended in the 
firſt, and ſecond ; but however, we ad- 
mire much more an humble Saint ; be- 
cauſe his eminent degree of SanCtity 1s 
higher, and the difhculty of his being 
bumble, therefore ſeems much greater. 
I fay ſeems greater, becauſe I am not . 
apt to think it ſo, upon ſecond thoughts. 
My Reaſon in ſhort, is this; Humility 
of judgment and of Heart, are chiefly 
grounded in the -knowledge of 'our 
ſelves, and Love of God. The firſt in- 
duces us to have a mean Opinion of our 
ſelves; the more we know our ſelves, 
the more we think our ſelves contemp- 
tible, the more we judge that- we de- 
ſerve to be deſpis'd by all the World. 
The ſecond makes 'us glad to be neg- 
lefted,.and delire to be contemned; and 
as the Love of God encreaſes 'in our 


Hearts, the more we hate and ſcorn tae 


trans 
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more we love to follow the Example of 
an humble God, the more we heartily 
deſire to be agreeable ro none but him, 
as being every day more ſenſible of this 
great Truth; he only is approved whom 
God commends, 2 Cor. 1c. 18. 
s Let us only lay theſe Notions right 
together. 1. The Knowledge of our 
ſelves and Love of God, is, that which 
makes Men Saints. No Perſon ever was 
a Saint without them; no Man ever 
was a Sinner with them : And the more 
this Knowledgeand this Love encreaſe, 
.the greater is the SanQtity. 2. This 
Knowledge and this Love, 1s that which 
makes Men humble ; Knowledge helps 
them to be humble in their Judgments ; 
Love afliſts them to be humble in thetr 
Hearts : The more they know .and 
Love, the greater is the Aſſiſtance of 
God's Grace, which is the only means 
of making all things eaſie to us. Why 
then may we not conclude ? Whoever 
1s a Saint, the greater Saint he is, the 
eaſter *ris'for him ro-be humbee. 
Sinners indeed, haye much more mat- 
ter for Humility to work upoh. Their 
Weakneſs, their Corruption, and” the 
Miſery of their deplorable Condition, 
are incomparably worſe. But, which 
IS 
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tranſitory Honour of this World, thel : 
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is worſt of all, they are ſo miſerably 
blind, as not to know their Miſery. A 
Beggar, in his Drink, imagines he's a 
Prince, and is as proud as if he were. 
"Tis true, he's miſerably. poor, but ſince 
he knows it not, what ſignifies it ? He's 
as proud as if he were the richeſt Man 
alive. *Tis ſo with Sinners They are 
drank with Self-Love, Pride and Vani- 

. They little know, and much leſs 
think, how Poor, how Miſerable, how 
Contemptible they are. And we may 
very well apply tozthem thoſe Words of 
the Apocalypſe, Chap. 3. 17, 18. Becauſe 
thou ſayeſt, I am rich, and have need of no- 
thing 3 and knoweſt not, tha: thou art 
wretched,and miſerable, and poor, and blind, 
and naked : Therefore I cgun/e! thee, to 
anoint thy Eyes, that thou mayeſt ſee. This 
is the general Reaſon, why Humility is 
harder to be found in Sinners than in 
Saints. The Firſt have more to hum- 
ble them ; but the more they have, the 
blinder they are, and the lefs they know 
it. The ſecond have leſs to humble 
them ; bur the leſs they have, *the more 
their Eyes are open by God's Grace.and 
the more clearly they diſcover what's 
enough to make them fear and tremb'e 
all their Lite, 


G SECT. 
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SECT. VI. 
Firſt Reaſon, why the great: Saints are 
the moſt humble, 
| Shall only add two Reaſons more; bes 
cauſe all Saints (I ſpeak of ſuch as are 
now living,) are compriz'd in theſe two 
Claſſes : They are either ſuch as have 
been Sinners heretofore, or ſuch as may 
be {o hereafter. 

The firſt Reaſon is ſo univerſal, that 
it comprehends them both ; but more 
particularly, thole who have preſerv'd 

the Innocence of their Bap- 

D.Sp.ch.26. tiſmal Grace. "Tis gathered 
. from that Oracle of Scrip- 

ture, © Work out your Salvation with fear 
6 and trembling. ; for it is God who works in 
* you to will anA to do, according to his pleas 
« ſure, Phil. 2. 12,13. See the unſearcha- 
* bleAbyſs of theAlmighty's Judgments! 
© where 'tis dangerous to dwell too long, 
* and ſearch too curiouſly, leſt it caſt us 
© into an exceſs of fear. *'Tis enough, 
© that none are ſaved, but who per- 
ſevere to the end; and that the 
« greateſt Saints can never be aſſured of 
« their Perſeverance. *'Tis a ſpecial Gikt 
< which the Apoſtle chiefly points ar, 
* when he ſays, Rom. 9. 18, 16. God has 
© mercy on whom he will have mercy, It 
* x08 


A A Lg A co r 


d. 64 


S-Are 


re, be- 
as are 
ſe two 
5s have 
s may 


, that 
more 
ſexv'd 
r Bap- 
thered 
Scrip* 
th fear 
orks in 
5 pleas 
archa- 
nents! 
) long, 
caſt us 
10ugh, 
0 Per- 
at the 
red of 
al Gift 
nts at, 
of has 
F*-8 FI, 
* not 


C. 6. An Humble Heart. 147 


* not of him that wills, or him that runs ; 
* but of God that ſhews mercy ; and again, 
' Eph.” 2. 8,9. By Grace you are ſaved ;' and 
* and that not of your ſelves 3 it is the Gift 
* of Gon, not of Works, leſt any Man ſhould 


" boaſt. Alas! how is it poſhble for 


any 


'Saint to be aflured of his condition for 
*the future, ſince he is not certain even 
* of his preſent State® Who canſound 
"the bottom: of outtHearts ? Or rather, 
* who can ſound the Heart of God, and 
'tell us, whathe thinksofour condition?” 
* Who is he, that can aflure us, ' we are 
* good enough to be rewarded by him? 
" Woe be to that Life, how innocent ſoever, 
' fays St. Auſtin, which he Judges without 


' Mercy, Pal. 19. 12. Who is he, ſays 


Da=« 


' vid, that can underſtand his Failings? 
"Cleanſe me from my ſecret fauits, Q Lord, 
" Pal. 143. 2. and enter not into judgment 

with thy Servant; for in thy ſizht ſhall no 
* Man living be juſtified; if once Thou 
*judgeſt him according to the utmoſt ri- 
* Sour of thy Juſtice. Who is there that 
" does not tremble, when he hears the 
* Juſt and Holy Man, whom God him- 
* ſelf was pleaſed to praiſe, confeſs, that 


© all his hife time, God was ſuch a 


if - 
Tei - 


© rour to him, he was hardly able ts em 
© dure it ? Job 31+ 23. Who can, without 


' trembling, hear the Prophet 1aiah 


tell 
us, 


© us, 64. 6. we are all unclean; and all ou 
© yighteors works, like filthy Rags ? Or hear 
*S. Hierom, 1n the Life of S. Hilarion,tell 
© us, how that bleſſed Saint was terrifi- 
© ed at che approach of Death ; and to 
Fencourage his departing Sou), faid to 
* himſelf, Go forth my Sox! ; what art thog 
© Now afraid of * Thou haſt ſerved thy Gag 
© theſe threeſcore antd ten years; and df 
* thou tremble Now ttkappear before him £ 
Let us therefore f-2r and tremble in 
the way to Heaven. Never let us fancy, 
we are fo advanc'd in Vertue, that we 
need not fear. The greateſt Saints were 
never ſo Preſumptuous, as to baniſh from 
their thoughts the Fear of God, Phil.2.12, 
They work'd out vheir Salvation with Fear 
and Trembling, T hey were always full of 
Fear ; and this Fear always Humbled them, 
They were not Bl;nded as we are, with 
Paſſen and Humour ; but,as they improv'd 
in Grace,they every day diſcover'd more 
and more their ſecret Imperte&ions. 
The Property of Grace is to enlighten 
the underſtanding, as well as to fam 
the Heart. Ir makes us Know our Miſe- 
ry, and Love our God, who only can de- 
hver us. Theſe two Effe&s of Grace 
were lively repreſented on the Day of 
Pencecoft, by that myſterious Fire which 
reſted on the Heads of the Apoſtles. 
Fire 
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Fire gives Light and Hear ; and as the 
Fire encreaſes, it affords more Hear and 


greater Lieh:. So, Grace Eniizhtens and 
E flames the Minds and Hearts of Saints, 
with Knowlede? of themſelves, and Lowe 
of God ; and as their Grace improves, 
this Heat and Light encreaſes : They 
diſcern more cl-ar/y the innumerable 
dangers that ſurround them 5; and be- 
come more Humble under the Almighty 
Hand of God, 1 Pet. 5. 6. . 

S. Paul compares the different States 
of Sin and Grace, to Light and Darkneſs, 
Night and Day,Rom.13.12,13. The Night, 
ſays he,  [p-1r; the Day is at hand, Let 
us caft off the Works of Darkneſs, and put on 
the Armour of Light. Let us walk honeſtly, 
as in the Day. A Traveller benighted, 
wa'ks he knows not where. He hardly 
ſees his Hand ; much leſs his Feet, He 
ſees perhaps, ſome Stars ſhine through 
the Clouds, whole ſparkling Light ſerves 
only ro amuſe him, and miſlead him to 
a Precipice.Bur,when the Riling Sun ap. ' 
pears, the Stars immediarely vaniſh our 
of ſighr ; our Traveller no longer gazes 
there, bur has a much more uſeful Pro- 
ſpe& of the Earth below him ; where he 
plainly ſees the Ground he goes upon, 
the Rifings, the Deſcents, the Inequali- 
ties, and Precipices of it» Sinners, like 

G 3 bus 
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benighted Travellers,march blindly on; 
mind little what they- Do; and much 
teſs where they Go. However, now and 
then they praiſe ſome good 4tons, ei- 
ther out of cuſtom,or gocd nature ; and 
amuſe themſelves with fome few ſem- 
blances of Vertue, whoſe dim luſtre 
ſeems perhaps, more ſparkling in the 
Darkneſs ofchar Night, which hides them 
even from themſelves. Eut, 'tis not fo 
with Saints. Their Night of od; their 
Day appears. The Sun of Juſtice Riſes in 
thesr Hearts, 2 Pet. 1. I'9. Their Vertues, 
like the Stars, (which only ſhine in 
Darkiie(s,) diſappear immediately. "The 
Clay which they are made of, the Cor- 
ruption of their Nature,” the Enormity 
of Sin, the Power of their Paſſions, and 
the Weakneſs of their Reaſon : Theſe 
are Motives of Humility, which Now 
they clearly ſee, and daily have before 
their eyes. Beſides all this, they plainly 
ſee an infinite variety of Artifices and 
Diſguiſes of Self-love, which eaſily af- 
ſumes all ſhapes, and counterfeits all 
Vertues,even Charity it ſelf. And there- 
fore they ſuſpe& the beſt of all their A- 
Ctions, trembling at the very thought of 
them, tor fear they may be ſecretly cor- 
rupred by Self-love. Bur, above all, the 
importunity of Pride,which never ceaſes 
to 
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to attack them ; but continually endea- 
vours to ſurprize them, (notwithſtang- 
ing all theſe Motives of Humility,) ts, 
that which ſeems the moſt extravagant of 
all their fau/rs; and bumbles them the 
moſt. 

Behold the Miſery of Man! And, 
what can be more miſerable,if the Sight 
of ſo much milery ſuffices nor to humble 
him ! The greateſt Saint, who 15 not 
conſcious to himſelf ofany forfeicure of 
his firſt Innocence, has no Affurance of 
his being juſtified. © He may be 1n 
© the State of Grace ; but 
© whether ſo, or nor, He 
© cannot tell. And, which 
© is worſe, altho' he knew it, He has no 
* Aſſurance of Per/ſevering one ſingle mo- 
*ment. He who ſtands, may fall; and 
*.He who is a Saint, may prove a Sinner, 
© Nothing but God's Grace 1s able to 
* ſupport him, to the end ; and the con- 
* tinuance of this Grace , requires {ſo 
© faithful] and ſo punQual a Co-operati- 
* on with it, that a very ſmall Omiſſton 
© oftentimes ſuffices to deprive him ofir. 
© His Perſeverance is.,as it were,a Chain 
* of Graces, link'd rogether,and continu- 
* ed to the utmoſt period of his Life; and 
© this is more than He can Merit. All 
© that he cando, is to be always vigilant 
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* and faithful in the Uſe of 

S. The.1 2. *© every ſingle Grace God 
4.114. 9. *cffers im. One Grace, 
* well us'd, draws on ano- 

*ther ; thisa third, and that a fourth : 
* But, if he trip the leaſt in his Fidelity, 
* the Chain immediately breaks. And 
© this is that great Diiigence, Which the 
* Apoſtle recommends ſo earneſtly to all 
* good Chriſtians ; Uſz2 Diligence, ſays he, 
*;0 make your Calling and Elefion ſure, 
*2 Pet. 1. 10, For if you do, you ſhall ever 
* fall. . I muſt confeſs, this Saying is ex+- 
*rream'y comfortable; if we ao: Bur, if 
© ;ve ao nt, what becomes of us ? If all our 
© life, we Uſe ſuch Diligence, the Apoſtle 
* tells us, we jbal never f all: Bur, if we ao 
* zot, what remains,but that the greateſt 
© Saint amongſt us will beſure to fall ? 
* Conſider this, and tremble, wholoe're 
©y0u are: Aſſure your ſelf,the more you 
© area Saint, the more you'll zremble,and 
*rthe more you'll ſee,how terrible a truth 
*chis is ; which is one Reaſon why the 
' greateſt Saints (who are the moſt con- 
*vinc'd of it)are always the moſt Humble. 

TEC I. TI 
S:cend Reaſen, why the greateſt Saints are 
the moſt humble. ; 

Have ſaid enough of Saints,who have 
preſerv'd their Innocence. The Se- 
cond 
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cond Reaſon only _has regard to Saints, 
who by their Crimes, have loſt it hereto- 
fore ; and now are truly Penitent. If 
They who: Know themſelves the beſt, are 
therefore the moſt Humble, becauſe they 
Doubt the moſt of their Perſeverance, 
Surely, thoſe who Know moſt clearly the 
Enormity of Sin, which they are guilty of, 
have much more Reaſon to be Humble, 
becauſe they Doub: much more of their 
obtaining Pardon. 

There is a great difference, 
ſays St. Jerome, betwixt a 
Man whoſe V-ſſe! is entire, 
and richly laden,when he ſails 
into the Port of Bliſs ;, and Him who after 
Shipwrack, after Swiming for his Life, rides 
naked on a Plank; and after being daſhed 
a hunared times vgainſt the Rotks, at lergth 
iscaft upon the Sands, ha'f dead, and almoft 
bruis'd'to pieces, Tf a Man, who ſailsin 
a ſound Veſlel, never is ſecure from 
Storms which may ariſe, but always 
doubts of his arrival at the Port ;.we may 
be ſure, his Caſe is much more doubtful, 
and moreterrible, who has already ſuf- 
fered Shipwrack, and has nothing left 
him, buta ſingle Plank; to bear him up, 

'Tis true:; it happens now and then 
(and *tis a comfortable Obſervation of a 
Holy Man, whoſe Name is famous im 

| (a. 5 our 
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our preſent Age: ). © It 


Abbe Jean, *© happens now and then, 
Entre:ien.7. © © that He,to whom the Winds 

* and Sea obey, Matth.8.27. 
* 3s pleaſed to make them for a time, ſo 
* calm and quiet, that a Man who ſwims 
* upon his Plank with induſtry and 
* courage, meets at Jength by Provi- 
* dence, another Veſlel, better than his 
* own ; and fails with much more Com- 
* fort, much more Joy, into the Haven, 
* than he would have done,if he had ne- 
* ver ſuffered Shipwrack in Storm. Sr. 
\ © on Climaces, in his 15. Degree, in- 
: quires, Which of the two is Greater in the 
© {ght of God ; he who died by ſin, and roſe 
* azain to Life by Grace? Or, he who never 
* died the ſpiritual Death of Sin? And an- 
© \wers, that whiever Thinks the Innocent 
* more happy of the two, is much miſtaken. 
*'The Reaſon 15s, becauſe all SanCtity is 
* founded in Humility and Charity, 
© Whoever Loves God beſt, and is moſt 
* Humble, 1s the greateſt Saint. It happens 
* oftentimes, that He to whom a little 15 
* forgiven, loves but little, Luke 7. 49. and 
* it happens now and then,that He /oves 
© beſt, who 15 moſt mercifully pardon'd, 
* and forgiven moſt, v. 43. We read in 


© Scripture ſeveral Examples of this na- 
* ture. Zachory, as ſoon as he had _ 
3 *1u 
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© fufficient Penance for his Incredulity, 
* immediately had his Speech reſtor'd 
© him; and not only that, but he was 
© alſo honour'd with the Gift of Pro- 
* phecying ; which we do not read he 
© had before; The Prodigal receiv'd much 
© greater Favours and Careſſes from his 
© Father, than he ever had Experienc'd 
© before he left him. . Lazarus himſelf, 
* (who was the Figurs of great Sinners, 
© never had the honour to be entertain'd, 
©at Table, with the Son of God, before 
* he was, by miracle, rais'd from the 
© Grave. $. Peter had not confidence, 
before he ſinn'd, to ask our Saviour, 
© Who he was that would betray him * 
* But, when he had wafh'd away his fins 
© with Tears, he was. permitted to be 
© more familiar with his Maſter, and 
* was made the Sovereign Paſtor of his 
©Church. From whence 'tis eafte to 
* conclude,that Sinners may ſometimes by 
* Penance, grow more Perfet than thoſe * 
© Saints, who having kept rheir Inno- 
| © cence, Love God leſs ſervently,and ſerve 
* him with more coldneſs and indiffe- 
© rence. Behold, ſays St. Ambroſe, the great 
& Gooaneſs of our God! How liberal and gene» 
© rorus He is, to whom he pleaſes to be merti« 
* ful ! He's not contented to reſtore what they 
* kavve lofl, He grants them oyer and above, 
| * ſuck 


. 


- 


_ 


* wer durſt have hop'd for. Thus as the A« 
* poltle ſays, Rem.5.20. where Sin abounds 
© ed, Grace abotmads much more ; becauſe the 
* more Sin humbles them; the more they 
© are Exalted, When a Penitent, whom 
* Sin had blinded, once begins to See, 
* and to diſcover clearly the Enormity of 
* his Offences,he. has muth more realon 
* to be humble all his Life, than f he 
© had been always innocent. He logks 
© upon himſelf no better than a Crimi» 
* nal repriev'd, who is upon his good 
' brhaviour of his Pardon; and per. 
* fuades himſelf, that he can never give 
* ſufficient proof of his Fidelity, and the 
*Sincerity of his Repentance. All his 
* Exerciſes of continual Penance never 
* make him Vain; but only ſerve to 
© humble him the more 5 becauſe he 
looks upon them, only as the Remedies 
* of his Diſeaſes ; and ſuch Remedies as 
© he muſt uſe till Death ; which is the 
* only End he hopes to ſee of his Di- 
© ſtempers. The Employment of his 
* Thoughts, is the Conſideration of his 
* grievous Sins, which he perpetually 
laments; where-e're he goes, he never 
© Jeaves the doleful Memory behind him, 
* Mich. 6. 15. His Humiliation us always in 
* the midſt cf him. Since theretore,he Ne 
* nates 
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© hates the Proud, Gives grace to the Hume 
© ble, x Per. 5. 5. Txt not lawful to infer, © 
* that Sinners may ſometimes arrive- to a 
* more eminent Degree of SanQtity,than 
* many of thoſe Saints, who never fel 
* quite down, but yet walk ſowly in the 
way to Heaven ? 

This happens, n»w and then, "tis true 3 
but ſuch Examples are as rare, as they 
are great, They are effefs of more 
than ordinary Grace, which God: grants 
only when and: where he pleafes. | $. Peter 
never would have wept ſo bitterly, if Je- 
ſus had not mercifully :«r7'd and lok'd 
upon him, Luke 22.61, 62. Lazarus had 
never riſen from the Grave, if Jeſus had 
not come himſelf, and call'd him forth 
with a loud Voice, Jo. 11. 43+ The Prodi- 
gal had never come back to his Father,if 
he had nor firſt come to himſelf, Luke 15. 
t7. Alas, poor Wretch ! hefollow'd 
Swine before ; and if he might have fii- 
led his Belly with their Husks, v. 16. he 
would have been contented. See the 
blindneſs of a Sinner + Bur, as ſoon as 
ever he came to himſelf, v. 17. his Eyes 
were open ; and the opening of his Eyes 
was that which brought him to himſelf. 
He Saw the great Enormity of his Ot- 
fences,v.18: I have ſia, ſays he, I have 
ſein'd againſt. Heaven, vs 19.. and before my 
Father's 


6 
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© Father's Face ;. 1am mot worthy to be cal d 
=> his Son. The Idea of his Sins was now 
Fo terrible, and made ſo deep impreſſion 
in him ;. that it humbled him, not only 
in his Z«dgment, but his Heart, It hum» 
bled him ſo much, that he nor only 
thought himſelf unworthy, but deſired to 
be receiv'd accordingly ; and begg'd his 
Father not to entertain him as a Son, but 
as one of has hired fſervants,v.19. 

When once the Grace of God en- 
Iightens us,and by a Miracle of Mercy, 
breaks through the impenetrable Dark- 
neſs which our Paſſions cloud our Rea- 
fon with ; this Tight diſcovers clearly 
ro us the Enormiry of Sin ; and, as this 
Light encreaſes, we diſcover daily more 
and more. This Light is followed with 
a Sacred Hea?, that ſofrens the obdurate 
coldnefs of our Temper , . by which 
means, the terrible Idea of our Guilt 
makes every day, a deeper and 'more 
ſenſible Impreſſion in our Hearts. And 
This is the Second Reaſon, why the 
Greateſt Saints are the moſt humble ; 
becauſe, the greater Saints they are, the 
more They ſee the great Enormity of 
Sin; the more They fee! the Terrour of 
their Guilt, the more They doubt of 
their obtaining Pardon; and the more 
They feer and tremble all their Lite. 
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The Enormity of Sin, 


T HE humble Penitent,whoſe Words 
IT lately cited, thus deſcribes his 
coming to himſelf, © Whilſt 

© I purſued, 'fays he, the Entretizn. 7. 
* wandring Errors of my 

© Heart, I drunk Iniquity like Water,” Job 
* 15+ 16+ and not only that, but was fo 
© hardned, and ſo b/ind, that whatſoe're 
* I read, or heard of Sin, made no Im» 


* preſſion ; and inſtead of working my + 


* Converſion, only ſerv'd to render me 
* more Guilty, and more inexcuſable. 
* At length, the happy Time arriv'd, in 
* which it pleas'd the Father of all Mer- 
© cies, x Cor. 1.3. and the God of all our 
* Comfort, to beſtow a favourable /ook up- 
<on me; and the firſt Glance preſently 
« diſfperſt the Darkneſs of my Soul, the 
© very Dawning of that Light diſcover'd 
©ro me the Infernal Monſter, in whoſe 
© company, I had fo long livid uncon= 
*cern'd. I faw, and was immediately 
ffeiz'd with ſo prodigious Fear and 
: Trembling at the Sight, that I am con- 
* fident, as long as I have breath to live, 
© I never ſhall recover it 

S Ifiaore of Damiette, deſcribes hid 
this Monſter in furprizing 4.5 
Terms : 
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Terms : Some think, fays he, that the Dee 
evil was the Father of Sin: And others on the 
contrary maintain, that Sin was the Father 
of the Devil, Be it how you pleaſe, ſays he, 
T leave you to imagine, either what a Father 
it muſt be of ſuch a Son ; or, what a Son we 
may _ of ſuch a Father. "This, I muſt 
confeſs,is black enough.But all it'sBlack- 
neſs only ſerves to leave us in the Dark. 
We are not yet, one jot the nigher 
Knowing, what fins is. And all that we 
can gath& from 7, is that we- are never 


. like to have it painted to the Life,unleſs 


an Angel undertake to draw it, and the 
Devil fit for the PiQture. 
The Philoſopher was in the right of 


-3t, when being ask'd the queſtion, what 


God is? Hetooka Day, then two, then 
three; and after all, ingeniouſly con- 
feſs'd, the more he thought of ir, the 
more he found himſelf unable to expreſs 
it. If a Man ſhould ask me the like que- 
ſton, What a Sinner is ? I ſhould not be 
aſhani'd to own, I am not able to de- 
{cribe the one, no more than.he' was to 
expreſs the other. 

If God be the Supreme and Sovereign 
Good,it with Him all things eiſe are good, 
if nothing elſe be good without Him; we 
may, in proportion, ſay the ſame of Sin, 
"Fis the Supreme and Sovereign _ 
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All things elſe are evil with it ; nothing 
elſe is ſo to us without 7t, 

If it be true, that All good comes 
from God, as from the Firſt and Uni- 
verſal Cauſe of All ; rhe ſame is true of 
$/n, which is the Firſt and Univerſal 
Root of all our Evils. God made Hea- 
ven ; $in made Hell. He made the 
Earth ; Sin made it miſerable: He crea- 
red Angels in his Paradiſe above; Sin 
threw them down. He created Man and 
Woman in our Paradiſe below; and Sin 
immediately caſt them onz. 

Conſider all the Torments of the 
Damn'd, the cruel Pains of thoſe Eter- 
nal Flames, the never ceaſing Anguiſhes 
of their deſpairing Rage, e&c. A This, 
and More than All that you are able to 
conceive, is only Part of the Effc&s of 
Sin. 'T was Sin prepar'd 4this,and More 
than this, for Them and Us. 

If what you only know by Faith,make 
no impreſſion ; if you are more ſenſible 
of what we ſuffer here, than what they 
ſuffer there : Conſider the Revolr of all 
the Elements againſt us Fire which once 
was only made to ſerve us, now becomes 
the fatal inſtrument, our angry God 
makes ule of, to deſtroy and puniſh us : 
The very Air we breathe, infets us with 
Diſeaſes ; and the Earth we walk on, 
Tremse 
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trembles, opens, bones us alive. All 
This had never been, if Man had never 
Sinn'd. 

Conſider all the Miſeries, which Fa- 
mine, Plague and War, involve us in; 
the Poverty of half the World, with all 
the Hunger, Thirſt, Cold, Sickneſs and 
Deſpair, which follow it : And after all, 
the Civil War of Paſſion againſt Rea- 
ſon ; which, if well examin'd, will be 
found the Greateſt and moſt Painful of 
our Miſeries : from whence proceed our 
Ignorance and Malice; and trom thence 
all Immoralities, Corruptions, and Scan» 
dals, which we meet with inthe World, 
All This had' never been, if Man had 
never Sinn'd. 

Conſider all the ſad Diſaſters, You or 
Yours have met with ; all the Lofſes you 
have ſuffer'd in your Family, Eſtate or 
Friends; and all the Crofſes you have 
born with ſo much Pain ; whatever you 
have undergone,you never had been ſub- 
je& to, your Hearr had never ask'd, it 
Man had never Sinn'd. Accurlſed Sin! 
the only firſt Beginning, and firſt Caule 
of all our Miſchiefs, both- in this World 
and the next ! | 

My God ! if once we /aw "Thee as Thou 
art, 1 ]o. 3. 2. we could not poſſibly be 
tepid and indifferent ; the very Sight of 
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ſo much Goodnefs, would,in ſpight of all 
our Paſſions, force us to Admire, Adore, 
and Love Thee obove all the World. Ac- 


eurſ:d Sin! if once we cou'd bur ſe 
Thee as Thor art,the very ſight of fo much 
Malic: would not ſuffer us to Love Thee 
any longer ; it would be :/mpoſſible for ei- 
ther World, or Fleſh, or Devil, to pre- 
vail againſt us; we ſhould Hate Thee 
abs e all things; we ſhould then abhor, 
deteſt, abominate Thee evermore. Ac- 
curſed Sinner ! Such Gooaneſs, and Thon 
not Le? it ! Such Malice, and Thou not 
Hate 1t! , 

If the Eternal Source of all our Good 
be infinite in Goodneſs, What's the Firft 
and Everlaſting Rooti'of all our Evils ? 
IS'r not infinite in Malice ? Queſtionleſs 
tis. Beſides, God is not only infixite 
in Goodneſs ; He is infinite in Wiſdom, 
infinite in ſuſtice, infinite in all Perfe- 
Cons whatſoever. So 1s Sin. Ir is not 
only infnite in Malice ; it is alſo infinite 
in Folly, infinite in all the Notions we 
can frame of it. The Treachery,Diſloy- 
alty, Impiety, Ingratitude,Preſumprion, 
Pride, and Infotence : All This, and 
more than all that we can think of, All 
1s infinite. 

According to the Princip'e which I 
bave here laid down, if any Man ge” 5 
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ask me, what a Sinner is? 1 ſhould not 
know what other Name to give him : 
SINNER is his only Name : And I 
can think of nothing like Him, but the 


Man related in S. Mark, Ch 5. 2. He is 


poſleſy'd with an Unclean Sparit, poſleſs'd 


with the Devil; and which is worſe, , 


Poſlcfs'd with Sin, the Father of the De- 
vi]. He is ſo unruly in his Paſſions, In- 
Ciinations and Humours, that No Man 
can bind Him, v. 3. No, not Chains. The 
Laws of God are his Fetters ; but thele 
H- breaks in pieces, v. 4. neither 1s it poſlt- 
ble for any Man to tame Him. If you ask 
his Name, the Goſpel ſays, 'tis Legion, 
V. 9. becauſe He is many. Sin and Sinner, 
are two Names, like that of Legion: E- 
very Mortal Sin, is many Sins ; and eve- 
ry Sinner, is as many Sinners. *Tis impol- 
ſible to number all the Aggravations of 
a Mortal Sin : They ate as numberleſs as 
the Perfe&tions of our offended God : 
And therefore I ſhall only meation thole 
which are the moſt Notorious, the moſt 
Obvious to common Senſe, and ſuch as 
are moſt Odious betwixt Man and Man. 
A Sinner ! Every Sinner 1s in every 
mortal Sin,not only guilty of oze Crime, 


but of a L-gion of Crimes; an Ungrateful. 


Villain, who betrays his BenefaQtor ; a 
Preſumptuous Slave, who Abuſes his De- 
: liverer 3 
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liverer ; a Proud Servant, who Deſpiſes 
his Maſter; an iſolent Criminal, who 
Offends before his Judge's Face. All 
theſe are Crimes we have a Horrour of, 
when we obſerve them only betwixr 
Fellow-creatures,betwixt Man and Man. 
All theſe are infnitcly Greater, betwixt 
Man and God. And every Mortal Sin, 


includes the utmoſt Aggravations of 
them All. © 


IL 


The great Ingratitude, Preſumption, Pride, 


AN ungrateful Yilain. An Upſtart, 
rais'd from leſs "than Duſt. An 
empty Thing, extraQed out of Nothing. 
That ſuch a Thing as this, and fo exalted 
as it 15, ſhould beſo ſtupid, ſo infenſible 
of all his Obligations, to unmindtul of 
the Favours he receives, and fo 11I-na- 
rur'd to his greateRt Benefa&or ; who 
continually makes him all he is, who dai- 
ly gives him all þ2 has, to whom he owes 
the Bread he eats, theAir he breathes,the 
Ground he goes upon, the Hand he 
moves, the very Lite he ſpends in Sin, 
and all the I imeallow'd him to repent ! 
Can ſuch a Creature, (o obiig'd by ſuch 
a Brnefattor, be lo bateiy and ſo horribly 
wngrateful, to betray Hum, and prefer be- 

tore 
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fore” Him the unreaſonable ſatisfattion, 


ofa filly Humour, of a ſhameful Paſli- 
on, of a ſinful Inclination ? Open (once 
for all)thy Eyes,Blind Sinner ; and con- 
fels, that no Mmgratitude, but that of Ju- 
das, can compare to thine. 

A Slave, (I wiſh he were ſo, to his Ma- 
ſter; ) ASlave to Paſſion and Humour ; 
A Slaveto Sinand Miſery; A Slave con- 
demn'd to worle than Galleys, during 
Life; and afterwards to : the Erernal 
Flames of Hel!, where neither Eye has 
ſeen, nor Ear has heard ; nor has it ever en 
tred into the Heart of any Man, 1 Cor. 2. 9. 
what Torments God's great Juſtice has 
prepar'd for thiſe whodare abuſe his Mer- 
cy» A vile Slave, deliver'd from the 
miſcief of al This, by God himſelf, de- 
ſcending from his Glory, living h:re a 
poor and painful Lite,and laying down 
the ſame. with every drop of his moſt 
precious Blood, to pay the ranſom of 
this Wretch :. That ſuch a Slave, dcli- 
ver'd fo, by ſuch a hand, ſhould offer to 
abuſe the Mercy which once ſay'd him, 
and /?/Y hoJds him by a flender thread, 


from falling into everlaſting Miſery * 


A Servant, I ſhould have faid, a mt- 
ſerable Inſe&,tull of finfulPutrefaQion, 
a vile Spawn of Man's original Corrup- 
tion, a Worm, whole very Crawling on 

ITS 
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its Fellow-duſt, is more Preferment than 
it can deſerve, That ſuch a Thing as 
This, ſhou'd be ſo proud, as to deſpiſe 
the Maſter of the World'! So Grea?, fo 
Wiſe, {o Infinitely Perfe#, and ſo every 
way Deſerving as He is! This Vermin 
has indeed a Sou! ; an Angel once by 
Grace, but now by $:n, a Devil, black as 
Hell it felf; a Lucifer that will be know- 
ing Good and Evil, Gen. 3. 5+ will be like 
the Higheſt, Ila. 14. 14. will pretend to 
Govern in his Maſter's Houſe, deſþi/e his 
Ocders, ſlight his Menaces, negle& his 
Admonitions. Be aſtoniſ'd, O ye Heawvens, 
at this, Jer. 2. 12, 

A moſt inſolent Criminal; a Criminal 
ſo inſolent, as to offend before God's 
Face ; in preſence of his Genera], his 
King, his Father, his Deliverer, his Be- 
nefaQtor, and his Maſter ; and beſides all 
this, in preſence of his Judge, before the 
very Bar, where he continually is upon 
his T}yal for his everlaſting Life or Death. 
Our Saviour ſays, Joh. 3.18. that whoſe- 
ever believes not, is condemn'd already, We 
may ſay the ſame of every Sinner : In 
the very moment he offends, He is con- 
demn'd already. His Al-ſeeing Judge is al- 
ways Witzeſs of his Thoughts, Words, 
Attions and Deſires ; and He no ſooner 
1s2 Criminal, but he is Try'd and Jug d. 

1s 
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This Iſclence of his, in ſome reſpeQ, 
| exceeds all other Aggravations of his 
| Crime. 
| we hardly find the leaſt Example be- 
| twixt Man and Man. We often hear 
| of Soldiers that Deſert: But whenſo- 
5 e're they go, they- ſteal away ; we never 
| hear, that they acquaint their General 
with ſuch Deſigns. We often hear of 
Subjeas that conſpire againſt the 
Government ; but never hear them 
ta)k ſuch Matters loudly, in the hearing 
of their Prince. We often hear of Mur- 
ders, Robberies, and many other OQutra- 
ges, committed in the World ; But 
when the Priloner once was brought to 
Tryal, did you ever hear, He either 
Robb'd, or Murder'd, at the Bar ? No, 
| | no, ſuch Inſolence was never heard of, 
betwixt Man and Man. And, yet this 
very Inſolence 1s infinitely leſs than Ours, 
which we are always guilty of, inevery 
Mortal Sin. 

I ſay no more. I tremble at thevery 
| thought of having ſaid ſo much, when 
| I refle&, how All that we can either fay 
or think, will ne're convert us without 
Grace. There's nothing but the Grace 
of God can make a deep Impreſſion of it 
in our Hearts. 


'Tis an Extravagance of which 
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IT. 
Our Saviows Idea of Sin, and the Im= 

preſſion it mane upon him. 

UR Saviour Jeſus Chriſt beſt knew 

the great Enormity of Sin ; and we 

may judge how great it 1s, by the Impreſ- 

fon which it made upon Him ; when the 


I69 


approaching: Hour of -his Paſſion, laid 


before his Eyes the terrible Idea of it. 

'T was the firſt Bloody Scene of all his 
Sufferings. He began to be Sorrowful and 
very bh:avy, Matth. 26. 37. A Deluge of 
(rrief broke in upon his Soul, quite o= 
verwhelm'd his Heart, and lay fo heavy 
upan his feartul Thoughts, He was nor 
able ro-conceal it any longer, and ſup- 
port the preſſing weight of his AﬀiCti- 
on, all alone, in ſilence. His three moſt 
Dear and moſt Familiar Diſciples, were 
ſurpriz'd fo much, to fee this fudden a!- 
eration in their deareſt Lord ; they 
were not able to enquire the Cauſe, but 
like fob's three Friends, they ſtood aſto- 
niſh'd, and ſpoke not one word to Him, 
becauſe they jaw his Grief was very Greas 
Job. 2. 13. 

Our Saviour could hold no longer, 
but broke our into this doleful Exprel- 
on, Matth, 26 38. 
7 wrowful, even into Neath. 


tiy Soul is exceedins 
] Ah my dear 
Diſciples ! if you knew, as well as I do, 
ail the Motives of my Grief 


T YT 


{1 


by £. . Y ——— 1 
(arief, You would 


JiOT 


170 An Humble Heart. 


4 — —— __ 


IT. 
not wonder, that the very Thought of 
them makes me look pale, and ſhews 


you the face of Death in my counte- 


nance. The violent pangs of my affli&. 
ed Soul, are fo ſharp and piercing, thar, 
did not my Divinity ſupport me, and 
preſerve my Life, I ſhould immediately, 
this very moment, die upon the place, 
Matth.26.38. Stay a while, and watch with 
»e, You, who love me beſt, who have 


been always moſt familiar with me, be' 


not now ſo unkind as to leave me in this 
ſad condition all alone : Stay a while, 
and watch with me,till my Storm of Grief 
blow over. | 
Dear Chriſtians, let us ſtay a while, 
and. with theſe three Diſciples, not only 
admire, but ſearch into the cauſe of this 
great alteration in the Soul of our Re» 
deemer. How was it poſſible that now 
He ſhould begin to fear ſo much that 
Death, which all his Lite he had ſo 
much defir'd? His Love for Man, and 
his Deſire of dying for us, where con- 
ceiv'd by the operation of the Holy 


Ghoſt, they came into the World wath | 


him, and ever after ſo employ'd his 
Thoughts, He ſcarce could talk ct any 
thing e!ſe. Amongſt his Diſciples, his 
common Diſcourſe was of his Sufferings, 
the Cup he was to drink, his Ob/igation, 
h's Readineſs, his Impatienc?, to fulfil oy 
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Prophecies, Luke 12.50. I have, fays he, 
a Baptiſm to be Baptiz'd with, and how an 
I ftraitned, till it 'be actompit{h'd ? When 
the time drew nearer, He redoubled his 
Deſires of dying for us, Luke 22425. with 
Deſwe I havs deſir'd to eat this Paſſeover 
with you. * And why ?*(ſfays St.Chryſoſtom,) 
* Becauſe it is a preparation to my Paſ- 
* fion, which I have ſolong, fo earneſt- 
* ly defir'd. He knew, from the begin- 
ning, every Torment, every degree of 
it: Often refle&ed on each CGircum- 


ſtance apart, and as often took delight 


in viewing all of them together. Upon 
Mount Thabov, when the Glory of his 
lefled Soul ſhin'd through his Body, 
like the Sun through a tranſparent 
Cloud, upon the dazled Eyes of his Dit- 
ciples, giving them a glimpſe of the E- 
ternal Glory we expett hereafter : Our 
caviour ſrem'a to be as much Yelighted 
with the proſpe@ of his Paſſion, as with 
all the Joys of Heaven : And as upon a- 
nother occaſion, when h:s Diſciples pray 'd 
him 9 eat,Joh. 4.31, 34+ He told, them, 
My Meat is to do the will of him that ſent me, 
and finiſh» his work ; ſo when they deſfir'd 
Him to ſtay, and mak? Tabernacles, Luks 
9. 3, 33. It was his joy and delight, to 
talk with Moſes ana Elias of his Deceaſe, 
his Paton which he ſhould accompliſh, a: 
cAierulalem, ver. 31. 
H 2 Ah 
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Ali Chriſtians! you have reaſon to 
admire, and wonder, that the God of a!l 


and diſconfolate : But you will fear and 
tremble, more than wonder, if you ſeri- 
ouſly refle&, that all his Grief proceed- 


ed cniefly trom the terrible idea which 


He had of $7 ; not his, but ours. St. 
Hierom ſays, His greateſtGrief 
Apud D. + proceeded not from fear of Suf+ 
Tho.in Cat. fering, becauſe Heicame to ſuf- 
fer : But He Clutefly griev'd 


for Judas, for the Scandal of the Apoſtles, and 
' the Reprobation of the People, &c. 


This agrees exaQtly with our Saviour's 
Words, L:ke 23.27, 28. to thoſe who ſol- 


low'd Him to Calvary ; when turning 


to the Women who lamented Him, He ſaid, 
Daughters of Hierufalem, Weep not for me 
only, weep alfo for your ſelves, and for your 
Chilaren, Weep not for me; my Tor- 
ments will be ſhort; weep for your 
{elves ; your Torments (if you do not 
weep,repent, and mend,) will be Eternal. 
Alas * the Torments which T willingly 
and freely ſuffer for your ſake, are No- 
thing t6 the Pains of Hel], which you 
for ever will endure, unleſs by Peniten- 
tial Tears, mizt with my Blood, You 
waſh away your S1ns, ver. 31. If they ao 
thus, inthe green wood, what will they av in 
*52 dry? It I, tho' Innocent, ſuffer thus 
for 
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for your Sins; you, who are Guilty, 
what are you like to ſuffer for your 
own ? IfI, who am true God, the only 
beloved Son of my Eterna] Father, who 
never once offended Him ; if, becaule 1 
interpoſe betwixt you and his Juſtice, I 
am thus ſeverely treated ; what will be- 
come of miſerable Creatures, grievous 
e1nners, who ſo often have offended 
Him, if they do not join their Tears 
with mine ; if they are not afflicted with 
m2 for their Sins, for which I die upon 
the Croſs ? Every Soul who upon this day us 
not affii Fed , ſhall perijh, Lev. 23. 29. Every 
Soul who thinks «pon this Day, and is net 
afti#ed with his Dying Saviour, 1s not 
heartily afflicted for thoſe Sins, for 
which he dies, ſhall certainly periſh. 
Neither does it contradict, what com- 
monly is ſaid,that One great Difference 
betwixt our Saviour and his Martyrs 
was, that by a Miracle of Grace, He 
gave them that undaunted Courage, 
which by a greater Miracle He now 
refus'd to himſelf. *Tis true, He freely 
ſuffer'sd in himſelf the Natural Fear of 
Death; to ſhew himſelf True Man 
as well as God; to let us fce at 
once, the Weakneſs of our Nature, and 
the Power of Grace ; and comfort us,by 
making it appear, that ſuch 1firmizies of 
H 3 Nature 
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how often his moſt precious Blood:; 
would by our fault become the Poyſon 
of our Souls. He forcſaw in the whole 
courſe of our Lives, where. when, and 
how, we wou'd reſiſt, and render inef- 
feftua), all the Direftions, Admonitians, 
and Exhortations of his Miniſters, and 
fell :mnto a bloody Sweat at the very thought 
of our Ingratitude, by which the chief 
means of attaining Everlaſting Happi- 
neſs ſerve only,in the end, to juſtifie our 
Sentence of Eternal Miſcry, 1/a. 35.4,6: 
He bore our Griefs, He carried our Sorrow: , 
He tock upon him the Iniquities of us All; 
and every one our moſt grievous Sins, 
appear'd to himin a more hideous ſhape; 
taan ever 1t appear'd to any Creature. 
{ortAl Sin is as Bad as God is Goel. 
Ic ſeparates us from our God, and leaves 
our Souls as EZ:ptyas our God 1s Great. 
So that as God is infinitely Good, the 
Malice of a Mortal Sin 1s infinitely E- 
vil. As none of us can underſtand the in- 
finite Goodricſs of the one, fo none of us 
are able to conceive the infinite Malice of 
the other, Chriſt himſelf, as God, could 
comprehend them both : As Man, He cozz;- 
prehended neither. But yet, theclear agd 
tull 14ca He had of it , was proportion'd to 
his BcatifickViſion ef God's Eflence,and 
by conſequence, the perfeFe/t that ever 
was. 
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was. His cleareſt S;zhz, and ardent Lowe 


of God, werein a manner infinite: So 
were his Knowledge and his Hatred of all 
Mortal Sin. And the Dnpreſſion this Idea. 
made upon him, was the chef, if not the 
only Reaſon, why our Saviour could not 
hold from telling his Diſciples, Mat. 16. 
38. My Soul is exceeding Sorrowful, even un- 
to Death, His Soul was overwhelmed 
with ſuch aDeluge of AﬀfliQtion,that his 
Grief, not being able to contain it ſelf 
within the Bounds of Nature, violently 
forc'd it ſelf through all his Pores, in 
Tears of Blood. 

Ah my dear Jeſus ! when ſhall I be 
ablevto make ſuch a perfe& Att of true 
Contrition for my Sins, as Thou haſt 
made for mine ! When ſhall I be able to 
ſay, My S2u1 is exceeding Sorrowf ul,even us 
to Death ! When ſhall I lament my grie- 
vous Sins in Tears of Blood ! Zer.g.r. 
Give me, at leaſt, Water to my Heal, and 
Fountains to my Eyes, No Contrite Heart, 
but Thine, bleeds otherwiſe than art the 
Eyes; and 'tis (I hope) enough for me, 
it I can be ſo ſorry for my Sins, as to la- 
ment them all the days I have ta live, 
and rather Die than ever Sin again. 
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The Saints Ifea of Sin. How mich it 
humbles Them. 
T*? tere's Nothing but the Grace of Je- 
ins Chriſt, can make us Saints. 
There's —— elſe can make us c/early 
fee, and h-artitl; Hetef the Malice of our 
Sins. The vreater ſhare we have of this 
great Grace the more we fee jt,and dete(? 
it: {© much mor2 we fear and tremble at 
the very thought of it; and as our 
(;race enc reales, we row every day 
more #:mvle by re membring if. 
To make this out, I neezd not write 
the Lives of all the Saints. A Patfe 115 
enough to judge of all the Pzzce, 
Dez. 5, eſpecially ſuch a one as S. Jehn 
Climacus, an ancient Farher of 
the Church,has lett behind him. 
Ar.20. He aſſures us, his Relation is no 
Fable; He affirms, that what he 
Art. 2. tays, He jaw with his owneyes ; 
aft. 27. and that He was & whole Month 
1n their Company. 
© Draw near, fays he,all You who have 
* provok'>the Wrath of God by your 
* Offences : Come, and hear the Wor- 
* ders He was pleas'd to Jet me ſer, for 
* my Edification:; Ee attentive to my 
\Words, all Yow whohbave a mind to 
v LE> 
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© reconcile your ſelves to God, by a fin- 
*cere Converſion. 

* When I was, ſays he, in the Mmaſtery 
© of Penitents ; I faw Men fo extreamly 
* humbled with the grievous weight of 
* their Offences, that their Cries and 
© Prayers to God, would even move the 
© Stones themſelves. With Heads bow'd 
© down, and Eyes upon the ground, I 
© heard them ſay : We confeſs, O Lord, we 
* confeſs, that we deſerve to ſuffer all Chas 
* fliſements and Afiifions ; becauſe our Sins 
* are ſuch, that jhould we Summon all the 
* Univerſe to weep for us, the Trars of all the 
* World would never make ſufficient Satisfas 
* FFion; There remains one only thing we ask, 
* one only thing we pray for, Plal. 6. 1. Tha# 
* Thou never may:ft corre& us in thy An- 
* ger,nor chaſtiſe us 1n thy great diſplea= 
* ſure; but a little ſpare us, through thy in- 
* finite Mercy. "Tis enough, O Lord,that Thos 
© deliver us from thoſe inexplicable Torments 
* hidden in the Centre of the Earth. We dare 
* not ask a full and perfe& Pardon : Wewho 
* have not kept the holy Laws of our Profeſſe- 
* 0, but harve broken them again, when Thau 
* hadft given us the moſt endearing Marks 
* of Love and Mercy, in forgiving of our Sins. 

* Whoever ſaw them Laugh ? Who- 
*ever heard amongſt them any idle 
* Talk? Whoever could obſerve, that 
* any Paflion tranſported them ? Or any 
* Anger 
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* Anger mov'd them? Alas ! they hard- 
© Iy knew what Anger was; their great 
* Affliction and continual Grief, had now 
*extinguiſh'd in them all Emotions of 
© Reſentment. There was never known 
* the leaſt appearance of Diſpute ; the 
© leaſt laſhing our in Diſcourſe ; the 
* leaſt ſign of Vainglory. There was no 
* Jollity of Feaſting,no Concern for the 
*©Body, no Love of Eaſe and Pleature,no 
©Thought of Wine, no Ule of Fruits,no 
© Care for Delicacies pleaſing to the Pa- 
*lare. The Defire of all ſuch things was 
© quite extintt. And after all, there was 
© not to be found the leaſt Cenſoriouſ- 
© neſs, or leaſt appearance of an Inclina- 
*tion, to Judge their Neighbours. 

* Some of them, now and then, would 
* knock their Bieaſts; and, as if. they 
* were already at the Gate of Heaven, 
* Open us, laid they, O Judge of Mankind, 
* Open us th: Gaic of Happineſs, which we 
* have ſhat by $/n. Others would ſay, Luke 
* 1.79 Give Light to us, O Lord, who ſit 
* in Darkneſs, tn the Shades of Death, and 
* guide cur Sreps into the way of\Peace. OQ- 
* thers again ;- Hi! the Almighty look upon 
* 1s anymore £ Is poſſible to pay our Debtz, 
* and ja:i: fic for our Offences ? Will our God, 
© ence more a{/ora us auy Comfort * We are 
* laza in chains of Sin, and ſhall we one day, 
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* They always had their Hour of 
* Death before their Eyes; and ſome- 
©times they would ſay ta one another ; 
© What will then become of ws ? What Sen= 
* tence will our God pronounce upon us 8 What 
* will be our End? Shall «we be then call'd 
* home from Baniſhment, to which we have 
* been hitherto condemn'd for our Offences ? 
* Shall ſuch Criminals as we, find any fa-+ 
* arr then £ Such Sinners as we are, ſuch 
miſerable Wretches, cover'd with Confuſion 
* and Darkneſs. Have our Prayers mounted 
* fo the Throne of God ? Or, have they been 
* rejeflen, as they well deſerve ? If well ve» 
* ceived, how far have they prevail'd? 
* Have they obtain'd a full Diſcharge, or on« 
* ly Part ? Alas! they could not have much 
* force, proceeding from ſuch mouths, ſo ſmful, 
* jo impure, as Ours. 

* At other times, they thus diſcours'd 
* their Fears and Doubts: What think 
* you Brethren * Do you think that we ad- 
* ance £* Do you think, that we obtain the 
* effef of our Demands ? Do you thinks that 
* Goa will once again receive w ? Do you 
* chink, He'll open us the Gates of Heaven ? 
* Who can tell, ( ſaid th: Ninevites,) W/19 
* knows; but God may change the Sentence 
* which He has proxounc'd againſt us ? Tho" 
* perhaps," He will not freewus from the rig» 
* rous Chaſtiſements which we have deſert d. 
* How» 
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* However, Let us labour all we can, and do 
* whatev2r we are able, If He open us the 
* Gateof Heaven, we are happy ; if He "does 
* not, He is Fuſt: And therefore, never let us 
* ceaſe.to Heſs Him. Doubtful, us we afe,of 
what may be ot Deſtiny, we muſ} continu? 
* all our Life,ftill knocking at the door. Pers. 
3 haps our Importunity, our Conſftaucy,ond on 
© Perſeverance, may find Admittance in the 
© Ena. 

Behold the Language. of the Saints ! 
Confider,how their Fear and Trembling 
humbles them, in Preſence of their angry 
Ged. Conſider the Hex which They 
have of Sin ; how different it is from 
what we generally have. Conſider the 
Impreſſ:on which 1t makes Upon them,and 
compare it with our 'Stupidneſs, our 
Hardneſs, our Inſenfibility. Conclude 
with ſhame and ſorrow, that this Diffe- 
rence 'twixt:them and us, proceeds not 
from their having been much greater 
Sinners than we are, but from bur being 
much leſs Saints, than They. 

© When any of theſe Penitents drew 
* nigh the Hour of Death, how Terri- 
© ble, how Lamenrable was the SpeQa- 
© cle! Theſe Blefled Criminals, when 
* any one of their Companions was ups 
* on the point.of leaving them, They 
* All furrounded him, with aking Hearts, 
* and 
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* and weeping Eyes, to ask him, How do 
* ore fma your elf, Dear Brother, Dear Com 
paniom in our Miſeries and 'Sufferings | ? 
* What ſay you wy? What do you hope + e 
: . Wi at do you Hoink ? Have you obtain d what 

* jou have labour? d for, with ſo much | pa: ng 


C 


* Or, 1s your labour loft ? Are you arriv'd at 


* th; Port * Or, are younet * Have you a 
, full . iſ Tur ance of your Happ! meſs + ? Or,have 
I you only an uncertain Hope ? Do you find 
* Jour Fo f in perfet? Libe rty of Mind ? Or, 
© are you yet in Trouble und Anxiety e Eve 
in heard alren ay, in the Secret of your 
Soul, a Voice, which tells you, Matth.g.2. 
* ur Sins are forgiven you? Or, do you 
> "em " hear tnat tortfiidable Sentence; Pal. 
The Wicked ſhallbe turn'd into 
: Hell ” What fay you, Brother * Tell 115, we 
Ws, we you, tell us now ſmcerely ; thgt by 
* knowing what Canaition you are in at pre- 
'ſe nt, we may gueſs, _ State we may be 
In, one any, our ſelrve 
© To theſe D: exhre M fome of theſe 
* dying Penitefirs made Anſwer, Pſal. 
© 66.20. Bleſſed be God, who has not turn' id g= 
*way my Prayer, nor his Mercy from me. 
: * Orhers, in a do'eful Tone reply'd, P/. 
© 124. 4. Ci our Soul go over the Siream of 
© Waters, which are like to overwhelm us e 
* This they ſaid, not being yet affur'd of 
* their Salyarion ; but contidering with 
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© fear and trembling, what might happen 
© to them in the terribleAccompt which 
*zow was nigh at Hand. And others an- 
© {wer'd more uncomfortably ; Woe be to 
© the Soul that has not kept inviolably all the 
* Laws of its Profeſſion, See, the Hour ts 
* come, the only Hour in which we ſhall begin 
© to know our State for all Eternity. 

Theſe Blefled Penitents, for one Re- 
lapſe, did Penance, the ſevereſt they were 
able to invent: And we, for number- 
leſs-Relapſes, many of them - worſe than 
theirs, do noe atall. Theſe Penitents 
Preſever'd in the ſame Auſterities till 
Death, their Penance had no End : We 
{till Perſevere in our Sins, our Penance 
never begins. Their Fear and Trembling, 
their profound Humility, went hand in 
hand with all their Penance and Per ferves 
rance : Qur Confidence and Unconcerianeſs, 
our extravagant Preſumption,always keep 
an equal pace with our Tep:4ity and S/othe 
fulneſs. Dear Chriſtians, give me leave 
to ask, Why all this diference *twixt them 
and us ? A thouſand years,betwixt their 
Age, and this which now we hve 1n, 
have they alter'd the Almighty ? Has He 
leſs Authority to puniſh us? Or, we leſs 
Obligation to Obey Him, Honour Him,and 
make Hira Satisfafion, it we do not ? Is 
our God /e/s Juſt, becauſe we more _ 

IS 
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bis Mercy ? Or more Merciful, becauſe we 
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leſs regard his Juſtice? Alas ! Our 
Blindneſs 1s the only reaſon: We are 
blinder than they were 3 and therefore 
we are more [-curc,more unconcern a, more 
proud, more tepid, and more /othful. 
Jeſt, Son of David, have Mercy on me, 
Luke 18. 38. Thou Bleſſed Saviour of 
the World, who enlightnieft every Man that 
comes into it, John 1.9, Open once, my 
Eyes, ard keep them «<ver open, that I 
may continually S-e and Love thy Good- 
neſs, Wiidom, Mercy, Juſtice ; and by 
the Aſſiſtance of ſo great a Grace, perpe- 
tually Sze and Hate the Malice of my 
Sins, There's nothing but thy Grace 
that can enlighten eviry Man that comes 19 
to the World : There's nothiag elſe can 
Clear my Underſtanding and knflame my 
Heart: There's nothing elſe can make 
me truly Contrite, truly Humble. Jeſu, Son 
of David, have Mercy on me, a Sinner, Luke 
18.38 whoam not in the way, nor going 
on,but /i'ting by the way= ſtae, v:35. begging 
thy Afſiſtance. Here I /i:, and' wait thy 
paſſing by : My Blindneſs hinders me from 
doing any more : And even when Hear 
Thee paſs, v.36. I know not how to fol- 
low Thee. The Croud of all my Paſfli- 
ons, Inclinations and Humours, and rhe 
multitude of my Engagements,Cares and 
Troubles, 
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Troubles, make a noiſe about me ; ſuch , 


a one (I fear) as will not let Thee hear 
me. WhenT offer to cry out for help, 
they try to ſtop my Mouth, and bid me 
hold my peace, v.39. And therefore I cry 
out ſo much the more, Jeſu, thu Son of Da» 
vid, have Mercy on me, V.39. Thou need'ſt 
not. and to ack me what I want, or what 
I will that Tho ſhnala”(i.do unto mr, v. 41. 
Thou, who know'ſt my Wants ſo infi- 
nitely better than my ſzif. The only 
Favour which I humbly beg, is, that 7 
may receive my Sight, v.41» Say only, to 
my Soul, as once Thou ſaid'ſt to that 
Blind Man,who was a Figure of me; fay, 
Receive thy Sight ; thy Faith has ſav d Thee, 
V. 42+ Say but this, (Thy Words are 
powerful, and make themſelves prove 
true.) Say only This, and then imm:4d!i- 


. ately I ſhall receive my Sight, and follow 


Thee, v. 43. I then ſhall follow thy Ex- 
ample. I ſhall follow thy Diſciples, and 
thy Saints. TI then ſhall do fir Penance 
for my Sins, and ſhall Perſevere in it to 
the End. I then ſhall ſtudy how to pu- 
niſh every Paſſion, Inclination and Hu- 
mour, which induc'd me to OfF:nd 
Thee. I ſhall then be truly Contrite, rru- 
Iy Humble; TI ſhall Glorifie Thee all my 
Life, v.45. and all the People, when They See 
the Happy Change, ſhall give the Praiſe 
to God, Ameit. The 
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The CHARACTER 
Of a Good Chriſtian. 


7, "ff eve # 
The Perſefion of his Duty. 


6 Hoever ſerioufly 

D. Sp. p.1. © profeſſes the Re- 
"7 Þ © 1tgion of Chriſt, 
and takes the 

© Goſpel for the Rule of that Divine Re- 
* ligion, making it his Buſineſs to acquire 
* that Sanity which Jeſus Chrift de- 
* mands of his Diſciples, is a Chriſft/an. 
* The Goſpe! was not only writ for thoſe 
© we call Religious, We are, all of us, 
* Religious Perſons; of the Beſt and 
* Firſt of all Religions, which is thar of 
* Jeſus Chriſt, We have a Rule, a Habzt, 
and a Founder ; we have Vows and Exere 
* ciſes, Chriſt firſt inſtituted and eſffa- 
* bliſh'd our Religion : He's the Foun-- 
* 4: of our Order. Innocence and San- 
« tity make up the Hab/r, wereceive in 
© Baptiſm. Our Promiſes of abrenoun- 
* cing 
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* cing all the Pomps and Works of Sa- 
©tan, are our Yows. The Goſpel is our 
« Rule ; ; our Prayers, Penances,and gene- 
© rally all good AQions, are our Exerciſes. 
* Do Sha think, the Goſpe / W223 
Ibid. * not written, ſays vt. Ba/il, very 
* jot as much for Married Per 


© ſons, as for Monks ? Undoubtedly *tis by this 


* Rule, that both are to be Fudp'd.'Tis well, 
if. married people can obtain Goa's Darden, 
* for the faults committed in that State. In 
* all things elſe, they are as much ovlig'd to 
* live like Saints, as the Religious are. The 
* Thes of Marriage, ana Engagements of __ 
* World, w:ll nix ver juſtifie an idle Life ; 
© any way difpence with the laborious Turk f 
* living like a Chriſtian. *Tis lawful to live 
© inthe World ; but not, to live according to 
© the Maxims of it. On the contrary,the ore 
© we are expos'd to the Temptations of the De« 
© wil, fo much more we are obiig'd to uſe our 
«© utmoſ Care and Vigilance, 
* Believe not, ſays St. Chry- 
Ibid. ? ſoltom, that God expects from 
© woridly Mer, a Sandity quite 
© different from that of Monks. * Tis true, 1n- 
* deed, that Thoſe may marry, and Theſe may 
© not: But in all things elſe, the Caſe ts 8» 
' qual. They have Both receiv'd the ſame 
* Laws, and Both are on to the ſame Pus 
* niſhments, When Jeſus (aid his Curſe _ 
*FHe 
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* the Rich, and thoſe who le ad a jolly Life in 
, Senſuality and Pleaſure, when he hoke of 
© the Evangelical Beatitudes ; He ſpoke, not 
* only to Religious, but to all the Faithful, 
* and without the leaſt exception. He was "a 
wer heard to ſay, That the Religions Man 
* ſhal I ffer for his Sins , but nat the Secular. 
© The difference we f ancy in this Point, ts only 
© an Invention of M-n ; it is not grounded in 
he ord of God, wi bo equally obli 'res All, 
* that will be ſaw'd, to ke ep his Laws. St. 
© Pau), addreſſing his Diſcourſe to Married 
: Perſons, does not He require of them as great 
' @ ſhare of Sanity, As WE C411 finA in the 
* moſt perfett Monks ? What D7 ſcorpagd ment112 
' preſcribes to all of us ! What Mo: fr ati in 
{Our Cloaths, our Dict,and 0: tr eſe of Riches ! 
©r Tim. 6 8. Having Food, {zys hs, and 
: _ Raiment, let us be contented, 1 Cor. 7. 
*,29,30,31. They who are Married, let 
* them be, as if they were not; and They 
= uſe the World, as if they us'd it 
not ; What more can we expett from thy fe 
Wwe calReligious? r [#t wi5 th refore NEUY 
ſay, That Waorialy Mm are erth 2” NOT Obe 
"lg d, or elſe not ab'e 70 05 rve the Rules 
of Chriſtianity ; and that Religions ls 
can attain to fach ſublime 1 P rf cc FOR. The 
75 Nothing {« lo pern; CIONKS S this f tal ſe Opint- 
on, It mainta: As the ' greateſ? | rt of Libers 
emnes in their diſorders, ana encournges 117m 
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* perf2Þ Souls w lead a looſe and lazy Life. 
© Aſſure your ſelves, Our Go, bb, 7 ph of All, 
© one Self-ſame Sanitity, The Means of our 
* AF; VIN 2770 :t, m—_ be Ji -rent 3 6ut yer 
* Religious Per ſons hawe no other Arm than 
© we have, They deſign to ſave themſelves, 
* and ſo do we. They are not to be ſav'd, but 
© by the narrow Way ; and we jhall never 
* be ſav'd, by walking in the broad one. 
© Hence it follows clearly, 
© that theGolpel being preach'd 
© and made for All, we All are 
© bound to follow -it ; we All mult Ja- 
© bour+to acquire the Sanftity demand- 
fed by it; we muſt All be thoroughly 
«© perſuaded, that it 15 the only way which 
© leads to Heaven, and that every other 
" WAY is ſure to end in ever!aſting Death, 
© *T1s true, the Methods and the Exerc 
*fes which are us'd and follow'd in Re'i- 
* v10us Houſes, to arrive to ſuch Perfe- 
©&tion, are quite different from what 15 
«© uſually prefcrib'd toWor!dly Perſons : 
© But their Yertzues always are the /ame, 
* altho? their Exerciſes are nor. Theſe 
© two things we commonly confound ; 
to wit, the Exerciſes and the Vertzes ofa 
* Chriſtian. We imagine, for Ws, 
*that a modeſt and a homey Dreſs 
© fit for Cloiſters, where they always wear 


* a certainHa5:t,poor and pain. We fancy 
* that 
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© that the Rerole#ion which is praGtis'd in 


* Religious Houſes, is a thing peculiar 
© to their Character; becauſe we find, 


" © that only They have certain Hours al- 


© lotted them for keeping Silence. We 
: 1magine allo, that a Penitential Life be- 
© longs to none but them ; becauſe they 
© Faſt, and praQiſe ſeveral Auſterities 
* commanded by Supertours.' Tis a great 
© miſtake. Thele Yertues all are Evangelie 
*cal: We find them in the Goſpel, 
* which 1s ors as much as theirs: They 
*are preſcrib'd to all Men by the Common 
© Rule of Chriſtianity : And,tho' we have 
* not (as Religions have) fo great Advan- 
© rages to make the prattiſe of them 
© Uniform and Fafie: Nevertheleſs, we 
* All are indiſpenſibly oblig'd ro have 
* them, and to pra#iſe them. Our Mo7e- 
*ſiy, our Moderation muſt be known tg 
*:4{1,Phil. 4 5. as well as theirs. Our Re- 
* colleFion of Mind, muſt be preſerv'd a. 
* midſt the multitude of our Employ- 
* ments. We are equally oblig'd to Mer- 
*zify and Circumcile our Heart, and to 
* Extinguiſh in it, all our Senſual Dg- 
* fires. The Precept of Continua! Prayer, 

* Thel. 5. 17. is as much for us as them. 

*'We are not bound ro Sing inChoir, at 

* certain Hougs, as they do : But our 

* Heart muſt be, as much as theirs, cont:< 
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"2; ually tnited to our God, by Loving of. 


* him above all things. Tho' we have 
*not made a Vow of Poverty, yet.we muſt 
* be, as well as They, entirely 4iJengag'd 
«© from all the Riches of the Earth, and 
* never ſet our Hearts upon them, whilſt 
© we uſe them. "Tho' we have not wow'd 
* Ovea:ence, we are all oblig'd, as much 
© as they, to be attentive to the Precepts 
* of our Founder Jeſus Chriſt, and pun- 
* tually obſerye the leaſt of his Com 
© manaments, Matth. 6. 19. 

Behold the Duty of a Chriſtian ! See 
how Generous, how Nob'e, how Heroi- 
cal his Reſolution 1s, of making good the 
full Signification of his Name ! He meets 
with an infinity of Obſtacies : Bur not- 
withſtanding all,He is reſolv'd to Sacy- 
#e and Save himie}t: He 1s refolv'd to 

uleall /olence, whatever may be requi- 
ſite, to make his way to Heaven, and to 
take it even by force, Matth. 11. 12+ 

SS ST EL 


Hi; Contempt of the World. 


$ chord, L always looks up- 
Hom. 24+ in * on himfcelt, as a 
Ep. ad Hebr. * meer Stranger 1n th! 

© World; and the cont! 
© nal Remgmbrance of has being So, 1 
* the Foundation and Root of all his 
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&) Vertue, He takes little pleaſure in em- 
z of. « ploying of bis buſy thoughts about this 
ab Life. and the Aﬀairs relating toit; but 
nuſt © i5 like a baniſh'd Man, who lives unea- 
agd }| cgeing Foreign Country ; always look- 
and ff « ing homeward with extream Impati- 
hiſt * ence, © to ſee rhe Bleſſed Place which 
ow 2} © gave him Birth ; and always doing all 
nuch | « je can,to lay a!l things in readineſs for 
-CPTS | © his Return, He never is DejeQed with 
pun- } «© Advyerſity, nor puft up with Proſperi- 
Com | *ty, which happen to attend his For- 
© tune here; but paſſes unconcern'dly 
See} © by, without regarding either; and 
erol-F « wirhout the Teaſt ſtop in his way, pur- 
d thef © Ges his Journey, like a Traveller ; who 
neersy « longs to be at Home, and thinks of no- 
- NOT-Y © thing elſe, but how to make haſte thj- 
2407: * cher. And this is the reaſon, why our 
v d toff © Gog obliges him to ſay, in his daily 
CQUI-E « Prayer, Thy Kingdom come 3 chat he may 
Nd TOY * always have before his Eyes,- the hap- 
. * Py Day which 1s to be his Laſt, and 
* generouſly - ſcorn to value any tran(- 
*rory Honour, Profit, .Pleaſure, which 
* he meets with upon Earth. 

kS UP- * A Chriſtian, by theſe 
1, 25 Y © Noble Sentiments of S.Chryſoſtom. 
n thy © rue and folidWiſdom, Hom.15.2d Pg- 
contly © mounts to ſuch a pul. Antiachen. 

90, I © heighrabore the reach 
all his y I ef 
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of all this World, that He is hardly 
capable of feeling, much leſs of admi- 
ring, whatſoever paſſes in ic. Heis like 
a Man, who from the top of an aſpi- 
ring Mountain, takes a view of all be- 
* low him,and can hardly ſee the Towns 
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* andCittes, which appear like Mole-hills; 


* where the numerous- Inhabitants, like 
* {warms of Ants, run up and down, 
* and follow eagerly their lictle-Trade 
" of hoarding up a petry Treaſure,which 
* 15 nothing to his purpoſe. All his Trea- 
* ſure and his Heart, are both in Heaven. 
* There his Loving Eye is generally 
* fix'd; 'and, if he now and then look 
* down upon the Riches, Glory, Power, 
* Honour of this miſerable World, the 

* all ſeem rrifling Matters; all ſuc 

* Things are little, inconſiderable, and 
* contemptible, to-Him. 

. * And yet, he cannot 


S Chryſoftorn. * juſtly be accus'd of 
Hom.11.;nep.1. * Pride, becauſe he 
Cor. * thinks, the wiſeſt Po- 


* liticians are but Fools; 
* their Riches, Shadows; and all their 
© Pleaſures, Dreams ; and all their Titles, 
«* Dignities;and Honours, only Ch:!arens 
Baubles, 'No ; it cannot juſtly be ac- 
« counted Pride. *Tis certainly the grea- 
* teſt Wiſdom to'ſubmir our ns, 
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'and conform them, to the External} 
* Truth of God himſelf ; and Judge of 
© things.as they are truly in themielves- 
' Or otherwiſe we muſt allow, that So/e- 
* 1:11 himſelf was guilty of Preſumption 
and Arrogance ; when,after a full Try- 
* al, after long- and ſad Experience, He 
* pronounc'd, that all the World is Yan;- 
* ty of Vanities, and nothing elſe but Vanity. 
* He labours all he can 
*to make his$9u! become $S.Chryſoſtom. 
* a Heaven upon Earth; Hom. '16. in 
and fails not to ſuc- Epift, ad Heb. 
* ceed in ſuch a Noble 
' Enterprize. The Heaven which weſee, 
* and fo admire, is but an Emblem of his 
f Happineſs. As Heaven 1s enlightned, 
* by the Riſing Sun,his Soul 15s more en- 
* lightned by the Grace of God, the Sun 
; ofFuſtice, which ariſes without letting, 
* in his Hcearr. As Heaven always is the 
* ſame ; ſtill beauritul and bright wirhin 
* it ſelf, altho' the midnight Darkneſs 
* ſeem to alter and obſcureit; ſo his 
* Soul is ſtill the ſame 3; 'ris always eaſe 
C and content within it-ſelt,alcho' He live 
* obſcurely, in diſgrace or poverty, and 
*{eem a miſerable Man to thoſe who lit- 
* tle underſtand the Secret of his Happi- 
*neſs. As Heaven is fo highabove the 
*Windsand Storms,that the moſt violenc 
I 2 * diſtur- 
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' diſturbance of the Air can never reach 
'it; ſorthe Sou! of a good Chriſtian,even 
' when the Wor!d combines to make him 
' foffir moſt,receives no haim at all. His 
' Treafure is in Heaven,and his Hearts 
"with it. He's above the reach of al 
* that they can do. His Heatt 1s rais'd, to 
ſuch a height, that when he rakes a pro» 
' \pe& of the Farth be!ow, He ſees no dif- 
' f:rence *twixt Men and Piimires. Netw 
"her are the Poor the only ObjeQs char 
*fe:mr little in his. Sight; bur Kings 
* themſelves, and Generals of Armies, 
* Politicians, Uſurers, and what_ you 
* pleaſe, ſeem every ot as little and con- 
* temptible as They, The Difference of 
* Poor and Rich makes no impreſſion up» 
*-on Him ; no morethan when he ſees, 
amongſt 'a' Swarm * of . little Piſmires, 
* ſome creep loaded, and others empty. 
* What can Men do 
* to ſuch a Man as This, 
*ſuppoſe they have .a 
*a mind to make him 
* miſerable ? Will they 
* rob him'of his Money ? All his Riches 
' are in Heaven. Will they Baniſh him 
*from home ? He has no other Home but 
© Heaven ; and it 1s not in their Power 
*ro Baniſh him from thence. Will they 
* lay him faſt in Chains ? His Conſcience 
| Will 


S Chryſoftom. 
Hom. 5. ad Pc= 
pul, Antia: 
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« will {till be. free ;. And for bis park, Hs 
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© fears no other Chains but thoſe of Sin. 
© Or, will they kill him ? When they 
© have done this, They have no more to 
*do ; and even then, His Soul, will hve 
' for ever, his Body one day riſe again. 
* A Man, who lves | 
© not but. for Jeſus S.Chryſoſtom. 
* Chriſt, .is quite above ib. 2. ad Theod, 
© the reach. of all Miſ- Japſum. c. 3. 
* fortunes that can 
* threaten him.Provided thatHe will not 
* freely and deliberately hurt himſelf, No 
* Man alive can have the leaſt advan- 
* tage over Him. He's invincible at all 
* Arms. The loſs of his Goods is no Af- 
' fliftion ro him, becauſe he well conſi- 
* ders,that we all bring nothing withus 
© at our Birth ; and that we all ſhall car- 
*ry nothing with usat our Death. The 
* yain deſires of Reputation and Honour 
* cannot ſeize his Heart; becauſe he 
* knows,that all our Converſation ought 
*to be in Heaven, Allthe Injuries and 
© OQutrages he meets with,are not able to 
* provoke him ; he's a Chriſtian : And, 
' being truly ſuch,he fears but one great 
* Danger of one only lols ; the danger of 
* offendingGod,and loſing of his Fayout; 
* all rhingselſe, as Banithment and Po- 
* verty, With all the greateſt and moſt 
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* dangerous Extremities, he- values rot 
* at-a!l] ; andeven Death it ſelf, which 0- 
" thers think ſo Terrible, is always moſt 
* agreeable, moſt comfortable, and moſt 

* welcom, whenſoe're it comes. 

SECT. I. 
His deſire of Heaven, 

'F HE Scripture generally repreſents a 
Chriftian,as a Perſon diſtngag'd'and 
ſeparated from the World. 1f you were of 
re World, ſays our Saviour, St.fo. 19.19. 
1{e World would love his own ; but becauſe you 
a *e nat of the World, and Thave choſen you out 
of the World, th:r fore the Warld hates you, 
1 Jo. 2. 15. He loves not the World, nor the 
th.ngs that are inthe World:Becauſe,if any 
Man lore the World, "the lor of God 7s 'not 
in him, Rom. 12.2. He is not conform” to 
the World,but transform” d by the renewing of 
his Mind,that He may prove what ts tre good, 
the acceptable and perfe&t Will of G14,1Cor, 
7-31. He uſes the World, as if he us' it Rt, 
Ga!.6.14, Toe World is erucify'd to him,and 
He is 70 the World, Colof 3:3.. He'is dead, 
and bis T!fe is hid with Chriſt in God, Jam. 
t, 295. His Religion pure and undefu'd, is 
that by which he keeps himſelf unſp3tted 
Form the World,1 Pet 2.11. He abſtains from 
ll di fires which war againſt the Soul, be» 
cauſe he is @ Stranzer and a Pilgrim in the 
World. But that which moſt inclines 
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him to defire the Happineſs of Heaven, 
is his knowing, that' as long as he is here, 
He"s Abſent from his God, 2 Cor. 5.6. 
*No wonder he ſo much 
* deſires to be in Heaven: D. Sp. Par. 
*All his Comfort is his Hope 2. Ch. 21, 
* of being there. The Gate 
' ſo ſtrait ; the Way ſo narrow ; the con- 
© tinual Zolence ſo neceflary to be us'd: 
* The Croſs he daily bears; the Self-Denial 
* which he always praQtiſes, Luke 13. 3» 
* The Penance,without which we Al jha!l 
* Periſh, if we do not mortify our Paſſi- 
* ons, curb our Humours, and reſiſt our 


"exough to make a Chriſtian Lite, ſo 
* painfa), troubleſom, and diſagreeable ; 
* that, 1Cor.15.T9. if in this life only He had 
* hope, he would of a!l M:n,be moſt miſerable, 

* Tis no wonder therefore he Bid 
©ſo much deſires the Sight of js 
* God, which only can deliver him from 
© all the miſeries he !abours under,Ch. 2 2. 
Tis the great 'AfiQtion of the Juſt ; 
*'to ſee themlelves ſo far from Sion,ſepa- 
* rated from rheirGod,and baniſh'd from 
* their Heavenly Jeraufal-m. Alrho' the 
* Riches of the World were all their 
* own,they ſtill would think themſelves 
* Unfortunate,becauſe their Treaſure 1s 
* not here; 'tis only to be found hereafter. 


*'They 
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* They as earneſtly deſire the Happineſs 
a 


* of Heaven,as a Hart long hunted :hirfts 
* for Water.' Tis a Duty indifpenſibly in- 
* cumbent upon all true Chriſtians, *- 
* Deſire it above All Things. 
* Hear S, 4uftin, Hz who finds 
Ibid. * himſelf at Eaſe on Earth ; who us 
Ch. 21; .* contented to live always Here 1 
* and finds his greateſt Foy and Sa+ 
* risfaftion in this World, will never enter Hera» 
* ven. If you ask the Reaſon, he replies : 
* Becauſe He has not in his Heart the Love 
* of God,whoerver does not Sigh,and above all 
* things Wiſh, for the enjoyment of Eternal 
* Life. Examine well your Heart. If Gol ſhould 
"promiſe you a long Life upon Earth,and tell 
* Jou, Nu fball\ here enjoy whatever you can 
" wiſh for; Riches, Pleaſures, Honours, Health, 
* Proſperity , and what you pleaſe beſiat , 
" ſhall every where attend you Only; Nu 
* jball never ſee me ; You ſhall never have a 
* a Share with me in Heaven : Would you be 
* context ? Whazer is in ſuch aDi ſpoſition,aoes 
x 70t yer begin F0 love Him above all Things. 
\.. * Hear the Royal Pro+ 
16id.Ch.z2,,; * phet : Hear the Language 
: # * of his Love. As the Hart pants 
$ after Warer,fo my Soul pants after Thee, my 
* God, Pſal.42. 1, 2, 3. My Soul is thirſty for 
* Thee, O 1 hou living Goa, the only Life 
*and Comfort of my Soul. My Tears have 
(been my Entertainment Day and N:ghr 5 
* and 
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* and*tis the only Eaſe of my impatient 
* Grief,to have the liberty of weeping in 


* thy, abſence. When ſhall I appear before my * 


God ? When once that he-ppy. Day ap» 
' Proaches, | win I once b+hold thy Facr, 
"Shall be {arisfi-d,PC.17.15:but never ſhall 
* be ſatisfied till then. *Tis this, and on? 
* Iv this One Thing, lalways have defir'd of 
* Thee, that I may dwell in thy Houſe for 
" everg-and behald thy. Brauty, PC. 27. 4: 
* All: God's (.h;ldrn ſay the 1hbit 
p . 1's 
ſame ; they daily pray to their 
*Erernal Father, that his Kingdom come : 
* And their d:ſire of Everlaſting Life,tho' 
* fometimes out of mind,is aways in their 
* Heart. By this,they pray inceſſantly. By 
* this,they are attentive to. Gog's Preſence, 
*1n the midſtof thoſe. Employments and 
, airs, which C_—_ would ealtly 
* divert them from the Thoughts of him. 
* By--This, they-frequently - Reca! their 
* wandring Thoughts, R-new their decay- 
* ing Fervour,rflame their cooling Love 
* Encearags their deſponding Hearts, and 
* march a great deal fafter' towards Hea» 
* ven. When.the Scripiare commands u5,lays8 
* S.Anſtin, to Pray always ; we are not there= 
* fore oblig'd 10 be always on our knees, or al= 
* ways ſinging Pſalms in Choir : We only are 


" oblig*d to have continually, in the bottom of 
, 


our Heart,a true Dzjire to leane this Earth, 

e . "= . - 
and cnter into Heavere This continual £*/rre 
muſt 
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" muſt. fill perſevere in our Heart. We al> 
* ways muſt [ament,and figh,and ſay,l am a 
* Caprzve and a Pilgrim, Tam far from 
I. Home, I am not with my Goa. "Tis true (S, 
* Auſtin adds,) a Juſt Man may divert 
* himſelf ſomerimes; and ſpend ſome 
*. hours, in ſuch Employmentrs as appear 
* quire different from gaining Heaven. Tis 
© alas ! the Servirude- of his Caprivity, 
* which thus obliges him to work for the 
* Egyptians, whilſt he is a Slave'to Pha- 
* ach, But however, in the midſt of all 
* his S/avery, He never can forget the 
* Land of Promiſe ; He laments, He ſighs, 
* He always wiſhes to be there': And 
* Thus He always prays to God, that Hz 
* will pleaſe to grant him the Poſſeſſion 
* of that Sovereign' Good, - which only 
"can Suffice to'make Him iraly and for 
* ever Happy. 
FIN TS. 
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